President's Letter
Bryan Woy

Dear members and friends,
Both the past year and the present one will have a profound effect on the life of our society.
Firstly, you must rightly be asking yourselves how the current Coronavirus pandemic is affecting our dayto-day operations.
Already we have had to postpone our Fête des Plantes, planned for 2 and 3 May, to the last weekend of
August (28 and 29), unless the Government decides otherwise. This sale, very important for the finances
of our association, will take place at the collection itself in route de la Cayenne; admission will be free that
weekend. A large choice of plants is planned and the sanitary regulations of the moment will, of course, be
respected.
Then our Journal n°31 could not be published in the normal way. Exceptionally, you can read it on our
website: www.hortensias-hydrangea.com <http://www.hortensias-hydrangea.com>. Only those who do
not possess a computer will be able to ask us for an (amateur) edition on paper. The collection has been
open to visitors since Saturday 20 June, with reception of visitors in the best possible sanitary conditions.
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A completely different, and much more pleasing, subject is the approval given to our application by the
French government (Plant Genetic Resources Section of the Permanent Technical Committee for the
Selection of Cultivated Plants (CTPS) of the French Ministry of Agriculture and Food), which has now
recognised us as a “collection manager” under the title Collection d’HYDRANGEA L. This further encourages
our research and observation efforts in response to the new international regulatory requirements - those
which now apply to everybody involved in safeguarding plant species. In this Journal you can see the
relevance of this to us - it includes the financing of a mini greenhouse (which has already been delivered,
and will be put in place soon).
Furthermore, in the emergency, and thanks to the efforts of our treasurer Henri Pavie, we have twice been
able to benefit from the Solidarity Fund provided by the French Government to support associations.
Please note that our headquarters has now been transferred to 1, chemin des Hortensias.
A third issue affecting our collection's future is climate change, which has become a fact of life over the
past three years, particularly the last one. You will see how some members have reacted to these
challenges and what we ourselves are advocating. Over time, our water reserves have become a major
concern. We are currently trying to set up a better system for watering our plants that will also alleviate
the efforts we have to make.
We are always interested in hearing your suggestions and feedback. Don’t hesitate to contact us and come
and visit. By the way, during periods of very hot weather, it is better to come in the morning when the
plants are fresher. We have also modified our opening and closing dates, so we are now open from 20 June
to 14 September (except Tuesdays). Of course, you are always welcome to visit us by appointment.
With our best wishes for this coming season, in spite of everything - may good spirits and the love of plants
and gardens prevail!
2020 June 2
Bryan Woy

New members
Charles BOULANGER
Gilles BOULON
Nicole CALVO
Mireille CAVE
Jean-Yves CANNESSON
Élisabeth & François CLAIN
Christelle & Patrice DUPAS
Erika GISCHOFF-VROBEL
José LEPRETRE
JARDINS & PATIOS
Dominique POISSON
Gérard & Chantal POURRAT
Allan PUNTO
Josiane SAVARIN
Armelle & Franck SENANT
Simon SMITH

New introductions
‘Breg 14’ (Polestar)
‘Candlelight’
‘Choco Chic’
‘Coktail’
‘Cotton Candy’ (MAK 20)
‘Dolce Chic’
‘Doughill’ (Gatsby Star)
‘Elleair’
‘Fire Wings’
‘Fugen-no-Hana’
‘Goldrush’
‘Gong Shan’
‘JoeAnn’ (Gatsby Pink)
‘JPD 01’
‘Kommagimo’ (Moonlight)
‘Kolmavves’ (Vesuvio)

‘Littel Honey’
‘Monmar’ ‘Prim’Red’
(Couhaprim)
‘Rensam’ (Framboisine)
‘Renvagor’ (Romantic Ace)
‘Rosy’
‘Rosemary Foster’
‘Runnaway Bride’
‘Satin Pink Soul’
‘Shichihenge’
‘Shin Ozaki’
‘Sweet Summer’
‘Taiko Yama’
‘Taren Beni Gaku’
‘TK02
‘White Caps’
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Thanks for 2019
We would like to thank all members and friends who have contributed in a thousand ways to the
safeguarding and embellishment of the collection. Firstly, all those who contributed to our annual sale in
April in Varengeville, at the home of our hosts Bruno Blanckaert and Bérengère de Bodinat, who are always
so hospitable. Amongst others, Martine Merlin, Bernard Tordeurs, Jean-Pierre Péan, Nicole Hagneré, Galia
Guillaume, Gilbert Baudoin, André Diéval, Madeleine Alves, Guy Lahogue, Josiane and Henri Lamache, JeanMarie and Christiane Rouet, Christiane Le Scanff, Anne Nicolle, and Antoine Brunet of “Jardiland” (who
transported plants). Thanks also to the exhibitors: the Lecuyer nursery from Héricourt en Caux, “Chênes de
Caux” from Valiquerville, André Diéval of “Hortensiartois”, Emmanuel Gasdon of “Sol en Cimes”; and the
professionals who support us by supplying us every year with plants from their production: Kees Eveleens of
“Hortensia France Production”, Lionel Chauvin of “Chauvin Diffusion”, Jean-Paul Davasse of “Boos
Hortensia”, Henri Mercier of “Sicamus”, Bruno Malinge of “Malinge Horticulture” and Jean Renault, always
an ardent and important contributor. Didier Boos of “HW2” (Hydrangea World Wide), that faithful
coordinator, came in person to present the magnificent "French Bolero" sold for the benefit of his
association. For the continuation of the works in the collection we can't thank enough our dream team,
consisting of Jean-Marie Rouet, Jean-Marc Schoepfer, Claire Perrin, Anne Nicolle, Philippe Sibout, Christiane
Le Scanff, and often André Diéval and Madeleine Alves for woodcutting and clearing work with the precious
help of Hervé Lepetit. For pruning and routine upkeep, we thank the team from “La Traverse” educational
centre, led by the faithful Marie-Jo Boulanger. This year we had Christophe Pannequin's assistance for
regular mowing in a large part of the collection. Thanks to Ghislaine du Tertre who feeds us every Tuesday
at the “Piment Bleu”. At the last minute we had the help of the Jardins d'Auguste (in Varengeville) and
Valérie, who installed a new flowerbed to accommodate an arrival of American plants. A special mention for
the new owners of the Bois des Moutiers who allowed us to use their car park for our sale. Josiane Lamache,
as usual, was invaluable in publicising our event on the air. Finally, thanks to Roger Dinsdale who works
continuously on updating the “International Index of Hydrangea cultivar names”.
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« Les Sentes de l’Hydrangée »

Chronicles of the year 2019 by Martine Merlin
Location: Flobecq, in the hills of the Hainaut province in Belgium
Garden founded: 2009
Area: 1.3 ha
Altitude: 100 m
Relief: sloping
Soil: clay
Climate: warm temperate

After a particularly dry year for our hydrangeas in 2018, 2019 was looking brighter. Invigorated by a
beautiful spring, we continued our weeding work. Brown cardboard was strewn across the ground, soon to
be covered with layers of mulch and grass clippings to keep the soil cool and keep the weeds away. A
magnificent season was in prospect: dazzling spring shrubs, a profusion of viburnum blossoms, everfaithful rhododendrons, and a particularly long extended flowering period for the Cornus ... A well-planted
garden decor ... All we were waiting for were our stars: the hydrangeas. They seemed to have forgotten
their previous sufferings and to have only one desire: to take centre stage as quickly as possible. ‘Mirai’
offered us its first inflorescences towards the end of May. ‘Le Cygne’ and ‘Bouquet Rose’ rapidly followed.
The H. heteromalla, surprised by the early appearance of their cousins, lent their height to the display. In
June, the H. serrata show began. As usual, 'Shiro Fujii' captured our attention. Early H. paniculata such as
'Prim White', 'Dharuma', 'Early Sensation' and 'Wim’s' Red'... came on to the scene.... In short, a splendid
June garden!
But already towards the end of the month, the first heat waves appeared. At nightfall, with watering can in
hand, we walked up and down the garden paths, sparingly watering the young plants and potted
hydrangeas. The garden resisted, but flowering was of short duration. The delicate inflorescences of the
smaller H. serrata faded quickly. On the other hand, some of the more imposing H. serrata such as
'Grayswood', 'Shojo', 'Shiro Gaku' and 'Avelroz' held firm. The H. quercifolia and H. arborescens remained
unperturbed. The early H. paniculata, on the other hand, soon began to show their autumn tones. But it
didn't matter - the hydrangeas, which were very much in evidence on 21 July, filled our visitors with joy.
On that day we took part in the Hortensias en fête event in collaboration with the “La Feuillerie” park in
Celles.
We had also decided to open our garden on Sunday, 28 July. However, the week following 21 July was
marked by temperatures in excess of 40°C for six days in a row. In spite of our vigilance, and regular and
copious watering, the hydrangeas suffered terribly. The heat wave had set in and the situation was further
aggravated by the presence of a hot, drying wind. The H. macrophylla and H. serrata located to the west, at
the top of the garden, were severely put to the test, with the sun still scorching at the end of the day. The
plants at the bottom of the grounds, protected by tall trees, still enjoyed a cool and humid
atmosphere...which also contributed to the happiness of our visitors.
August was rather a desolate time for our garden. The heat was still there, although less intense, but
permanent, and the wind was just as drying; the foliage curled up, the flowers scorched.... Even copious
watering left some H. macrophylla and H. serrata indifferent. How heart-breaking it was to see them suffer
like that!
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We noted good resistance in botanical species such as H. macrophylla 'Jogasaki', 'Purple Star', 'Yamato',
'Claudie'... even in situations without much shade. In general, flat-headed varieties have proved to be
sturdier than those with ball-shaped inflorescences.
Among the potted hydrangeas, the “You and Me” and “Magical” series held up well with moderate
watering. Some new varieties such as 'Wedding Gown', 'Curly Wurly', 'French Cancan', 'Elegance' stood out
for the ease with which they can be grown in pots.
The H. aspera and H. involucrata planted in shade did not cause any problems.
September restored the balance. Life-saving rains reappeared, allowing many hydrangeas to recover. The
traces of drought gradually faded away. The unsightly dried-up inflorescences and foliage were removed...
In October, the garden gratified us with its flamboyant tones and, looking at the H. paniculata in all their
autumn finery, we “almost” forgot about the summer heat wave...
What conclusions can we draw from these various observations?
Having the opportunity to regularly observe the way hydrangeas grow in Brittany, it is clear that they have
a more peaceful and less stressful time in the Pays Fouesnantais than in our Pays des Collines, benefiting
from more regular rainfall and less extreme temperatures. It is always distressing to feel powerless faced
with the suffering of our plants.
So, what solutions should be adopted? A little anecdote comes to mind...
One day, while we were looking for a house, an estate agent confided to us that there were three criteria
that were essential when looking for a property. He told us, in a very theatrical way, gradually raising the
tone of voice, with an “English” French accent: Location! Location!! Location!!! My husband and I found it
hard to suppress a fit of the giggles over this obvious truth. And although it is probably easier to move a
hydrangea than a house, the planting situation does seem more important than ever. Even a “western”
location, favourable at first sight, can only be so if there is a cover of protective plants that filter the light.
The “eastern” location is back in favour with us, since heavy morning frosts seem to be disappearing in our
area.
We might also ask some questions about the time of planting. We lost some young H. serrata and H.
macrophylla planted out in the spring. An early autumn planting (September/October) would allow
hydrangeas to root comfortably before the heat of the following summer ...
As far as our choice of hydrangea species is concerned, shouldn't we be giving more priority to H.
paniculata? So many new varieties are coming on to the market, allowing us a wide variety of heights,
colours and flowering spread. We are also expecting many new H. arborescens, so let's be on the lookout...
As for H. quercifolia, they adapt perfectly to the heat with their deep root system. For die-hard H.
macrophylla and H. serrata enthusiasts, planting with water-retention devices could be considered and
tested a little more widely in our gardens.
More and more, proactive work is needed to tackle climate change. Hoeing and various types of mulching
should be intensified and become daily practices in our gardens.
These are some of my thoughts following this 2019 season, which is unlikely to be an isolated case over the
years to come.
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H. paniculata ‘Wim’s Red’ against a Lavatera background

General view of the garden in August
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‘Vanille Fraise’ in full summer sunlight

‘Yamato’ still beautiful at the end of the season
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FIGHTING CLIMATE CHANGE by Robert Mallet
In the short and medium term

The experience of the last two summers at the Shamrock collection has clearly shown us what we should
now expect in the years to come. There are several aspects to keep in mind: mild winters leading to early
plant growth, more or less late frosts, episodes of severe heat waves, peaks in ultraviolet radiation
emissions, and prolonged recurrent drought. For the first two phenomena, there is not much we can do
except to hope for a rainy period to repair the damage caused to the first buds by frost. When it comes to
heat and UV, the only effective remedy is shade. However, planting trees other than paulownias (which
provide both shade and coolness) would only aggravate the drought because of competition from their
roots. Instead, we recommend the use of artificial shade or even pergolas, as we used in a previous
installation.
In the short term, at Shamrock, we are planting and even replanting using “water storing crystals” or
hydro-retention. This is a polymer with the appearance of coarse salt, whose grains swell up to a hundred
times their volume and become translucent blobs that roots can access without rotting. See the link:
https://www.neoverda.fr/hydro-retenteurs/268-hydroretenteur.html. Prices decrease considerably
depending on the quantity ordered.
We are also going to set up a gravity drip watering system around the hydrangeas in the “Green Dragon
Wood”, to avoid always watering the foot of the plants, which often causes them to rot. A common and
fatal error, already denounced in its time by Princess Sturdza!

Official recognition
The SHAMROCK Association and the CCVS have now been officially recognised by the French government
as key players in the Management of Plant Genetic Resources (Gestion des ressources phytogénétiques) of
ornamental plants.
"I am pleased to inform you that the notice of official recognition of the CCVS as ‘managers of collection(s)
of plant genetic resources for agriculture and food’ with the Shamrock Association as an associated
collection has been published today in the Official Journal". Yours sincerely, Audrey Didier
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000041492209&dateTexte=&categorieL
ien=id (Excerpt from the Journal Officiel, 19/01/2020).
Name of network

Collection Manager(s)
network member

Association des Amis de la
CCVS Conservatoire des
Collection d'Hydrangea L.
Collections Végétales Spécialisées
Shamrock,
46 Rue Beaunier
42 Route de l'Eglise,
75014 Paris
76119 Varengeville-sur-Mer

Type of
collection(s)

Collection(s)
(Vernacular name)

Ornementale

Hydrangea L.
(Hortensia)
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Comment:
This recognition by the French Ministry of Agriculture and Food (GEVES, ex BRG) * of the work
accomplished by the CCVS and incidentally by the Shamrock Association is the culmination of a long
process that has been brought to the forefront by international agreements aimed at worldwide
protection of plant biodiversity.
We can see several advantages at our level: protection of the collection, safeguarding of the plants and
their diffusion (within the framework of ITPGRFA) **, and possibly funding for an endowment that is being
created.
It is not impossible that in the course of the negotiations, the publication of our International Index of
Hydrangea cultivar names may have played a role, placing our society in the category of a “public service”.
We are already working on the next edition.
Finally, the fact that our collection is managed by an association and supported by a large number of
volunteers was noted as very positive and considered as a guarantee of its durability – which does not, of
course, exclude the fact that it should be duplicated as much as possible.
* GEVES: (Groupe d'Etude et de contrôle des Variétés Et des Semences (Group for the Study and Control of
Varieties and Seeds), formerly Bureau des Ressources Génétiques (Bureau of Genetic Resources).
** ITPGRFA: International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (Editor's note:
including ornamental plants).

My impressions of the Nancy Conference (CCVS)
8-10 november 2019 André Diéval

The C.C.V.S (Conservatoire des Collections Végétales Spécialisées) was very well represented. There were
many speakers from the cities and regions of France, gardeners and nurserymen, collectors, explorers,
producers, a landscape architect and a botany teacher. It was a very well-organised conference with a
convivial and yet studious atmosphere, with many younger people among the participants. There were
fruitful exchanges and captivating discussions covering the problems of plant collections, including their
recognition as an agricultural activity with appropriate legislation relating to rural leases and their term
guarantees to lessees.
Collections are necessary for the safeguard of our plant heritage, which is vital for humanity in the world
within the context of climate change. The role of nurserymen is indispensable, with ease of exchanges,
multiplication of plants without constraint and, above all, recognition of work already done. Private
collections and the A.P.B.F (Association of Botanical Parks of France) are at the centre of the dialogue.
The conservation and preservation of threatened or endangered species will have been the most
important focus of this meeting in Nancy. Much remains to be done, the important thing is to mobilize
and empower.
"We are never tired with wondering at the infinite variety of Creation", as Sir Joseph Banks wrote in 1769,
over 250 years ago.
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Aline Raynal, Professor Emeritus of the Muséum National d'Histoire Naturelle and Jean-Claude
Marzec (Doullens Plant Festival)

Philippe de Spoelberch (Wespelaar Arboretum Foundation) President of the International
Dendrology Society (IDS) to whom we are presenting the Journals of our association and the new
Shamrock International Index of Cultivar Names
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A studious and concentrated atmosphere

Mysterious Blues
David Wheeler

I would like to take the credit for cultivating such dark blue hydrangea flowers but, as ever, the answer lies
in the soil. My deepest indigo/cobalt blues have so far appeared in the macrophylla varieties ‘Hopcorn’
(Hofstede, 2005) and ‘Mathilde Gütges’ (August Steiniger, 1946), although several others have borne heads
of a darker blue than familiar photographs would suggest. As for the soil, it’s clay, of a mere 6.5 pH, so not
especially acidic. I have not had it professionally tested but the deep blues mentioned above suggest it is
rich in naturally-occuring aluminium. I have not incorporated aluminium sulphate or any iron debris in the
planting holes, and I try whenever possible to use rain water or water from the garden stream. Tap water
has been used in periods of severe drought only and for as short a time as possible, with no long-lasting
effect on the following season’s colours. Reliable bluers bought in pinkish/mauve hues from nurseries
where perhaps they’re irrigating with limey water or using non-ericaceous compost have turned blue one
year after being planted in this garden, and by year two have usually reached the depth of blue that we
and our garden visitors have found to be so unusual and wonderfully pleasing. Perhaps I should sell the soil
instead of the plants!
David Wheeler
Editor: HORTUS
Bryan’s Ground, Stapleton, Herefordshire LD8 2LP
hortus.co.uk
d.a.wheeler@hotmail.com
Instagram: @hortusjournal
The garden at Bryan’s Ground is open in 2020 on Sundays from 11am to 5pm from Easter until 9 August. Or
by appointment..
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H. ‘Hopcorn’

H. ‘Gimpel’
12

H. « Générale Vicomtesse de Vibraye »

‘Red Baron’, to make blue hydrangea lovers pale with envy.
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SAPHO, a French story
by Olivier Pantin

In 2019, France remains a land of creators of Hydrangea varieties. We can meet many of them through the
links they have with the SAPHO company. SAPHO is a “plant publishing” company established in 1992 on
the foundations of a professional syndicate, Syndicat d’Amélioration des Plantes Horticoles Ornementales,
created in 1974 at the instigation of the INRA station in Angers and more particularly of Mr Luc Decourtye,
who, as a researcher and breeder of Malus, Forsythia and Weigela varieties, sought to establish a link with
nursery professionals to evaluate his work and find a market for his selections; an innovative approach at
that time.
SAPHO has become a major player in the development of new varieties of garden shrubs, not just in
Europe but also worldwide. SAPHO's shareholders are French nurserymen, about fifteen of whom are
major propagating companies: André Briant Jeunes Plants, Pépinières Dupont & Fils, Hortival Diffusion
(Minier), Nicolandes, Renault and Travers, among others.
The strength of this type of company lies above all in the quality of the varieties in its catalogue.
Hydrangeas have played a major role in SAPHO’s development.
SAPHO’s greatest success remains to this day the Hydrangea paniculata 'Renhy' VANILLE FRAISE ® bred by
Jean Renault at the Renault Nurseries in Gorron in Mayenne. This variety, with its unequalled pink shades,
has gained worldwide recognition. All credit is due to Jean Renault who, through his sense of observation
and his patience, was able to introduce the colour pink, then red, into a species that in the past was only
known as a white-flowered plant. Since this introduction in 2006, and also thanks to the Dutch variety
'Limelight', the Hydrangea paniculata have become an important economic factor in the garden market.
Jean Renault has subsequently developed his work on the colour red by presenting several varieties:
‘Rensun’ SUNDAE FRAISE ®, ‘Rendia’ DIAMANT ROUGE ®, ‘Renba’ FRAISE MELBA, and ‘Rensam’
FRAMBOISINE ®, the most recent variety, which is even redder and more compact. ‘Ren101’ DIAMANTINO
®, ‘Rencri’ DENTELLES DE GORRON ® and ‘Renvagor’ ROMANTIC ACE ® in white, cream and vanilla
complete the rich palette of Jean Renault's work - French excellence recognised throughout the world.
We can add two other people to complete this presentation of French creators of Hydrangea paniculata:
Marie-France Doll, whose variety 'Dolprim' PRIM'WHITE, bred from ‘Darhuma’, has made a real
contribution in obtaining an early flowering variety of H. paniculata, thus allowing sales of plants in spring.
Jacques Couturieux, based in the Vosges, who is a newcomer to this circle and whose new creations will
certainly attract attention. Today SAPHO is presenting his first creation 'Couhaprim' PRIM'RED ® which has
the same qualities as PRIM'WHITE but with a colouring that quickly changes to pink, to finish red, with a
beautiful preservation of the flowers. His work emphasizes the compactness of the plants, their precocity
and also their colouring.
On the macrophylla side, we must again turn to Marie-France Doll who at La Forêt Fouesnant has done a
great deal of seeding and selection work in the middle of a very rich collection of commercial varieties.
SAPHO has chosen to present several of her varieties in the catalogue, including an H. 'Dolmyf' AVELROZ ®
with beautiful autumn colours, a promising cross from descendants of Kyosumi 'DOLFRANC' DOLCE ®
France and a series of varieties selected above all for their good behaviour as garden plants, including
'Dolfarf' DOLCE ® FARFALLE with serrated pink petals and 'Dolfrag' DOLCE ® FRAGOLA, with intense red lace
cap inflorescences and a very compact growth habit.
‘JULISA’ is a variety with amazing red foliage surrounding a beautiful flower of the same colour. Jean-Paul
Davasse, its breeder, is working on other varieties, including H. serrata, with this colour of foliage.
SAPHO professionals have invested together with INRA in Angers in the quest for new varieties by trying to
exploit more elaborate knowledge and tools. These ambitious objectives have not yet produced the
intended results for hydrangeas. This SAPHINOV grouping has nevertheless made it possible to create a
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semi-evergreen climbing variety, H. SEMIOLA ‘Inovalaur’, whose hardiness has unfortunately not been
sufficiently proven when faced with the reality of harsher winters.
Members of SAPHO are involved in other research work, notably within the HYDRANOVA group, which has
pursued an ambitious programme of inter-species cross breeding. New varieties will be presented in the
coming years, some of which will be illustrated in the SAPHO catalogue.
The Hydrangea genus makes a major contribution to gardens in France, Europe and as far away as China,
and is therefore essential for the professional plant industry. SAPHO promotes the selection work of real
enthusiasts, allowing the economic valorisation of investments made by these professional or private
breeders, for the benefit of all lovers of hydrangeas - great stories about some great people.

FRAMBOISINE ® A very promising new plant from Jean Renault
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ROMANTIC ACE ® early flowering in mid-June, like ‘Dentelle de Gorron'’.

PRIM'WHITE ('Dolprim') also early flowering
like 'Daruma' (Nori Utsugi)
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PRIM'RED ® colourful, early-flowering shrub that looks perfect
for small gardens

AVELROZ ®, a favourite plant of Shamrock, as beautiful
at the beginning as at the end of the season
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DOLCE ® France - undoubtedly one of the first examples
of a future trend

DOLCE ® FRAGOLA
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DOLCE ® FARFALLE in pink

DOLCE ® FARFALLE magnificent bush in acid soil
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JULISA - lovely selection by Jean-Paul Davasse with leaves turning purple in the sun,
named after his daughters' first names.

CANDLELIGHT ® selection by Wim Rutten, Jan Oprins and Harry Van Trier
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POLESTAR ® ('Breg14') - selection of a small size H. paniculata by A.J. Bregman
for indoor or outdoor use (1 m)
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Hydrangea Worldwide (HW2) by Didier Boos

(President, Hydrangea section of the Société Nationale d'Horticulture de France - SNHF)
2019 Review
January 2019: presentation of the inter-species hydrangea ‘French Boléro’® at the IPM trade fair in Essen,
Germany, under the banner of Végépolys, and bronze medal at the “Show your Colours” competition,
which aroused the interest of many buyers of all nationalities: Japan, the USA, Australia, and all European
countries. Partnership agreements are currently being studied.
Spring at Terra Botanica (the theme park devoted to plant life) 1st and 2nd April 2019: presentation and
sale of ‘French Boléro’® on the stands of the Société d'Horticulture d'Angers and of our HW² member:
Bruno Malinge.
April 2019: presentation of ‘French Boléro’® at the Shamrock plant festival.
Installation of ‘French Boléro’® in the gardens of the Château de Pignerolle near Angers on the occasion of
the annual garden competition.
June 2019: ceremony of transfer of some examples of 'French Boléro' ® to the Château d'Angers to
complete the collection of hydrangeas in place since 2015 following a partnership between the French
Centre des Monuments Nationaux and HW²-Hortensia of Angers. Good response from the local press and
television.
6 July: decoration with hydrangeas in bloom of the historic bulidings of the old town in Angers on the
occasion of the “Tempo’Vigne” event.
10/12 September: participation in the Salon du Végétal trade fair, Angers. 'French Boléro' ® is awarded the
Innovert d'Or prize. Presentation of new products from HW² members on a common stand.

Didier Boos at the IMP trade fair in Essen receiving the award for 'French Bolero'.
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Scheduled for 30 June, 1 and 2 July 2020: visit under SNHF patronage of Angevin producers (French
production of hydrangeas for forcing, research, hybridisation and cultivation) as well as numerous parks
and gardens in the region. SNHF contact: Mary Fruneau mfruneau@free.fr

Hydrangea news
by Jean-Paul Davasse
Since the end of the twentieth century, new varieties have followed one another at a frenetic pace in the
world of hydrangeas, generating a growing popularity for this genus with the general public. This boom has
contributed to the development of production and sales of plants, whether for the garden or as potted
plants and cut flowers.
This development was perfectly illustrated at the last IPM trade fair at the end of January in Essen, where
you could see, in pictures or in real life: all the innovations in the H. arborescens species (the work of Dr
Tom Ranney, but also of Guido Rouvette, in particular), in the H. paniculata species (where the emphasis is
now on compact and early varieties derived from 'Dharuma'), but also hybrid hydrangeas: H. scandens:
'Runaway Bride' ®, 'French Bolero' ®, not to mention H. macrophylla: the “Magical”® series and the
remarkable work of HBA, which, in the past, was 'content' to work on the 'productivity' of classic varieties
('Early Blue' for example) and is now working on obtaining inflorescences with double or triple sterile
florets. Although we are faced with all this multitude and such a deployment of means to obtain new
varieties, there are still a few areas of creativity left for small nurseries like mine. Having had the chance to
find an original colour with my hydrangea variety 'Julisa' (from a seedling of H. 'Sweet Fantasy'), I am trying
to orientate my selection towards plants that are interesting in the garden because of their development
of colour, as much in foliage as in flowers.
I thus had the pleasure of seeing my latest variety rewarded with a Mérite at the Chantilly flower show this
autumn: Hydrangea macrophylla X serrata ‘JP01’ Daredevil®, a cross between H. macrophylla 'Julisa' and H.
serrata 'Mak 20' (sold under the name ‘Cotton Candy’ or ‘Blueberry Cheesecake’), it combines the qualities
of both plants: hardiness, abundant flowering and a remarkable development of its foliage colour from
dark green (almost black in acidic condition) to bright red, then burgundy red in autumn. The flowers go
from deep pink to burgundy red and make beautiful dried bouquets.

JPD 01‘Daredevil’ ® - (« Mérite » of Chantilly 2019)
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Hydrangea sikokiana in its natural habitat
By Jean-Pierre Péan

I was in Kyoto on the morning of June 15, and I saw a message on my smartphone from my friend Ishii
Chitose:
“I'm still in Osaka at the moment, but I'm going back to Tokyo tonight.
Right now, I have a full day here.
If you don't mind coming from Kyoto to Osaka this morning by train, I can take you to Mount Kongō, where
H. sikokiana grows in the wild.
Can you come?”
It didn't take long for me to make up my mind and take a train to Osaka to meet him.
Route: Kyoto Station→Osaka sta.→(JR loop line)→Shin-Imamiya Sta.→(Nankaik Koya Line)→Kawachi
Nagano Sta.→(Nankai Bus 35 min.)→Chihaya Ropeway Bus Terminal.
H. silokiana, for me, is an almost mythical plant, which I had dreamed of seeing growing wild. The species is
endemic to Japan, and grows only in a few restricted areas, compared to the much more widespread
Hydrangea serrata.
H. sikokiana's indigenous sites are the centre of Kyushu Island, southern Shikoku Island, and the Kii
Peninsula in Honshū Island.
This area of Mount Kongō is the northern limit of the habitat of H. sikokiana in the Kii Peninsula.
Hydrangea sikokiana is one of the most vigorous species growing in the Mount Kongō area, so they have to
be cut regularly over several years, otherwise they disrupt the growth of other plants. As a result, we did
not see many of them in bloom or with seeds.
After we had set off along a small path, I was surprised to come across hundreds of H. sikokiana as far as
the eye could see, some of them over 3 metres tall.
They grow mainly in lightly shaded areas on the edge of forests, along paths, in clearings, or in well-lit
spots.
Walking alone on these isolated paths is not recommended due to the presence of wild bears.

H. sikokiana in semi-shaded location
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Young H. sikokiana inflorescence

Shamrock Awards (Distinctions Shamrock) 2019
Little-known plants that deserve to be propagated
H. aff. mangshanensis: this plant collected by Bleddyn and Sue Wynn-Jones in central Sichuan
‘Révélation’: the name given by Corinne Mallet to a plant that appeared spontaneously.
Natural seedling of H. paniculata (probably H. ‘Daruma’ X H. ‘Pink Diamond’).

A. Second-flowering champions, listed in alphabetical order

‘Amor’
25

‘Arthur Billard’

‘Bodensee’
26

‘Draps Wonder’ (syn. ‘ Forever Pink)

‘General Patton’
27

‘Immaculata’

‘Königstein’ or ‘Burg Königstein’
28

‘Leuchtfeuer’

‘Louis Sauvage’

29

‘Lutin’

‘Lutin’ at Shamrock

30

‘Marquise’

‘Odensee’

31

‘Stolpen’

‘Xian’ or ‘Sturdy Xian’
32

‘Yamato’

B. The last H. paniculata of our summer festival

‘Mega Pearl’

33

‘Pink Diamond’: one of the loveliest plants bred by Jelena De Belder

‘Little Quick Fire’
34

H. paniculata at Shamrock in September, in the background the large white 'October Bride'

C. Other wonders

‘Blue Bell’ with black stem
35

‘Green Tonic’

'Hanafubuki' The Wonder of Wonders
36

‘Shamrock’ introduced by Corinne Mallet in 1993

Shamrock Distinctions (DS) 2019

‘H. aff. mangshanensis’
37

‘Révélation’

The good fairies of Shamrock
Thanks to the good fairies who take such good care of plants and colleagues at Shamrock!

Christiane and Jean-Marie Rouet
38

Christiane Le Scanff and a friend

Madeleine Alves
39

Anne Nicolle and Claire Perrin in front of H. paniculata ‘Pink Diamond’
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Visits and Thank You Letters
Maurice Foster, September 18-19-20 2019
We cannot thank you enough for your arranging for me three days of such pleasure and enjoyment.
…What you have done at Shamrock is remarkable. The range and size of the collection must be unique. So
much you have done to introduce and popularize the genus has given to many people so much pleasure –
is also very much unique…
Michael and Lena Hickson, October 19-20-21 2019
You will not believe how much we enjoyed our short, much too short, visit to see you and some of the
memorable gardens in your vicinity… We had not seen the new Shamrock Hydrangea collection in the new
area. What a comprehensive collection and layout you have created. The size of some of them was eyeopening. Maurice Foster did tell us we would be enthused and he was right…
Suzanne Hesemans and Hanae Roman, July 24th 2019 (Hortensia France, Horteve)
We would like to thank you for the nice visit we had at the Shamrock Gardens last Wednesday. Even in the
very warm weather the plants looked good and you both did a good job at watering the plants. We were
quite impressed by the amount of plants you have collected throughout the years.
Charlotte Strutt, July 3rd 2019 (Tour leader)
I thought that garden was absolutely fantastic and I cannot believe the difference from when I first saw it
being planted out back in 2000.
Peter Smith, June 29th 2019 (Derby National Collection).
We had a wonderful day. It was great to be able to talk Hydrangeas, and your garden is a beautiful
Treasure Trove of fascinating plants.
Other notable visits:
Georgiana Lane (photographer from Seattle, working on a book), Franklin & Claire Picard (CCVS, APBF),
Michele Marcon (Venice), José & Christine Leprêtre (variegated plants), Flavien Saboureau (Nantes), Jean
Van Cauwenbergue (Limousin), Olivier Pantin (Sapho), Anita Hens (Kalmthout), Dirk Staels (“Ajisai”
hydrangea nursery and garden, Damme, Belgium).
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Shamrock Plant Festival 2020
Plant Festival, 28 and 29 August 2020 at the Shamrock collection in route de la Cayenne in Varengeville sur
mer, 10:00 am to 6:00 pm - Admission free. Sale for the benefit of the Shamrock Association.

Surprise - ‘Crûg-so-Cool’ flower poking through a Ligularia leaf
Among the most drought-resistant plants you will find a wide range of hydrangeas, including H. paniculata
from Jean Renault, the famous breeder of ‘Vanille Fraise’, as well as plants to attract bees, and this year a
selection of wisteria. As usual, the members of Shamrock will be on hand to advise you with pleasure and
answer your questions.”
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Remarks we heard:

- It was an enchantment.
- The “Jardin remarquable” label is well-deserved.
- It's the most beautiful garden I've ever seen.
- This is the most beautiful garden in the world.
- Stars in your eyes.
- It's dizzying.
- I'm in a state of bliss
- It's so beautiful it’s almost good enough to eat.
- A garden that could make you believe in God.

‘Rosea’ and butterfly
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To contact us:
Association des Amis de la Collection d’hydrangéas Shamrock (ou « Association Shamrock ») 1, chemin des
Hortensias, 76119 Varengeville sur mer - Tel 02 35 85 14 64, email : shamrock76119@gmail.com website : www.hortensias-hydrangea.com
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