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FRIENDS OF THE ‘SHAMROCK’ HYDRANGEA COLLECTION

Journal n° 32 - Année 2021

www.hortensias-hydrangea.com

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Bryan Woy

Dear members and friends,
It’s now 20 years since we installed our hydrangea collection on its current site in the Route de la Cayenne.
Many of you have been able to follow, year after year, the joys and hardships experienced by your Association to ensure the management of this site, which has continued to grow in beauty and botanical interest.
Now seems a good time to take stock of the situation and we are offering you a summary and pictures in
the first pages of this Journal n°32 (available on our website, and for which you have received a password).
During these years we have regularly informed you about the plants that have proved to be the most remarkable by publishing annual lists of “Shamrock awards”, which is why we are now pleased to offer you a
list of “the best of the best” - regularly cited “sure values”.
As we are officially the manager of a National Collection recognized by GEVES, the official French study
group for plant species and varieties, it is our responsibility to ensure the dissemination and duplication of
plants within the framework of our agricultural status. French hydrangea varieties are the first priority as
far as we are concerned, and we have turned to some local public officials who have agreed to contribute
with their own means. We will keep you informed of future developments in this action to safeguard the
national heritage.
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On the ‘Shamrock’ site, we have been making some improvements to cope with climate change. New beds
have been created in shaded areas and we have been transplanting plants that require these conditions. We
still have the problem of rainwater reserves, for which we have not yet found a lasting solution. Here too
we will keep you informed.
Here’s hoping that this year 2021 will allow us all to continue to come and recharge our batteries by visiting these places of air and beauty that are gardens and the collections that they contain.
Meanwhile, we hope you enjoy reading our journal.

7 February 2021
Bryan Woy

Notable visits (in chronological order):

New introductions

• Jan Oprins (Oprinsplant)

• ‘Barça’
• ‘Ama-no-Gawa’

• Ralph Leenarts (Botanic Treasures)

• ‘Barça’

• Benjamin de La Doucette

• ‘Cameleon’

• Bruno Delavenne

• ‘Elise’

• Didier Wirth

• ‘Gatsby® Moon’ ®

• ‘Gatsby® Gal’®

• Louis Benech

• ‘Gatsby® Pink’ ®

• Monique Moser

• ‘Invincibelle Blanchetta’ ®

• ‘Gatsby® Star’ ®
• ’Invincibelle Limetta’ ®

• Hélène Fustier

• ‘Jolien’

• Raphaël Arnould

• ‘KR 11250’
• ‘Magic Pillow’

• Marianne Loison (L’Art des Jardins)

• ‘Panache’

• Thierry Huau

• ‘Stellar’ ®
• ‘The Joy of Wonder’
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Thanks for 2020
We at the Association would like to thank all our members and friends who have contributed in
a thousand ways to preserving and embellishing the collection. As we were not able to hold our
annual sale, neither in spring nor in summer, we would like to thank our professional friends
who decided within their association HW2 (Hydrangea World Wide) to make us a much-appreciated monetary donation. In our attempt to hold a “Drive In” sale through the Collection’s
website (see article in this journal), we received many plants from Jean Renault, including magnificent H. paniculata in full bloom and precious propagations of rare plants collected each year
at Shamrock, which ensure their survival.
For the continuation of the work in the collection we cannot thank enough our regular “shock
team”: Jean-Marie Rouet, Jean Marc Schoepfer, Claire Perrin, Anne Nicolle and her daughter
Myriam, Stéphanie Poullain, Valérie Lobry and Benoit Granger, Philippe Sibout and Christiane
Le Scanff - in particular for pruning and deadheading the hydrangeas, a task which could not
be done this year by teams from the “La Traverse” centre. Very often it was André Diéval and
Madeleine Alves who carried out the woodcutting, hedge trimming and clearing work, assisted
by the invaluable Hervé Lepetit.
Once again this year we had unfailing support from Christophe Pannequin for mowing a large
part of the collection, and Clément Varin for much transplanting and other work. At the last
minute we had the assistance of the Jardins d’Auguste (in Varengeville sur mer) for installing a
filtering manhole to collect rainwater from the plateau of the Manoir d’Ango.
On the American side, we would like to thank Tim Wood, a successful breeder from the “Spring
Meadow” nursery in Grand Haven, who gave us some of his new creations. Finally, we would
like to thank the AHS (American Hydrangea Society), particularly their vice-president Ozzie
Johnson, himself a researcher and explorer, for their unwavering support over the years.

Special Mention
As president of our Shamrock association, I would particularly like to thank Hydrangea World
Wide (HW2), representing our professional friends, for the generous donation they have made
to our association, as they were unable to give us plants. Sincere thanks to Didier Boos for following up these operations for so many years.
Bryan Woy
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TWENTY YEARS ON
The Power Point presentation below was created by Didier Granger, a new volunteer member of Shamrock,
in response to a call for entries for the Prix de l’Art des Jardins, a prize created by the Signature Foundation
in partnership with the French Ministry of Culture to reward a park or garden possessing the Jardin remarquable label for its major interest from an aesthetic, artistic or innovative point of view. We thought that
even if there is very little chance of our own garden being selected for this prize, this presentation is a good
reflection of what it has become 20 years after its creation in 2000/2001.
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European showcase
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American showcase.
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Some tried and tested “Valeurs Sûres” (VS) in the Shamrock Collection
During his visit in 2020 Maurice Foster exclaimed: “This collection is a permanent test bed”, thus
underlining how useful it has proved for detecting hydrangea cultivars of exceptional quality over
the long term.
This year we have been able to bring together the different Shamrock “award-winners” featured in
our previous journals since 2003 so as to highlight some dependable “safe values” within the species
H. macrophylla and its hybrids (what the French call hortensias). We have not included very recent
varieties that have not yet been put to a long term test.
Here is a non-exhaustive list :
Note that some of them come from breeders who often used the same plants as the parents of
further varieties.
Some plants seem to perform better in times of drought or heatwave, or on the contrary in periods
of intense cold or late frost. When mentioned several times, whatever these conditions are, they fall
into the category of the best.
Other plants absolutely require shaded locations but their exceptional beauty makes this effort
worthwhile.
We should also remember that some excellent plants are, on the contrary, somewhat invasive,
propagating themselves naturally by layering.
We will try and go on in the future in selecting plants belonging in other hydrangea species.

Hopaline et Blaüling
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List of “Safe Values” (“Valeurs Sûres” - VS)
by country of breeding or origin

(For more information refer to the Shamrock Directory of Cultivar Names 2012-2018)).

• JAPAN:

‘Otaksa’ (Ph.v. Siebold, 1859), ‘Domotoï’ (K. Domoto, 1913), ‘Jogasaki’ (T. Hirasawa,
1980’), ‘Izu-no-Odoriko’ (U. Shirai, 1990), ‘Yamato’ (C. Mallet, 1993), ‘Corsage’
(T. Ichie, 2000), ‘Together’ (R. Irie, 2008)

• FRANCE:

‘Mme Emile Mouillère’ (E. Mouillère, 1909)*, ‘Souvenir de Mme Chautard’ (E. Mouillère, 1909), ‘Louis Sauvage’ (E. Mouillère, 1928), ‘Flambard’ (H. Cayeux, 1929), ‘Lutin’
(Challet-Hérault, 2009).

• UNITED KINGDOM:

‘Veitchii’ (Veitch, 1902), ‘James Grant’ (J. Grant, 1930’), ‘Violetta’ (M. Haworth-Booth,
1950).

• SWITZERLAND:

‘Libelle’ (Wädenswil, 1964)*, ‘Kardinal’ (Wädenswil’, 1964), ‘Blaumeise’ (Wädenswil,
1979), ‘Blaüling’ (Wädenswil, 1984)*, ‘Elbtal’ (Nieschütz, 1995), ‘Rom’ (Preizig, 1994),
‘Côte d’Azur’ (Preizig, 1980).

• GERMANY:

‘Blauer Prinz’ (F. Matthes, 1923), ‘Altona’* (H. Schadendorff, 1931), ‘Immaculata’
(A. Steiniger, 1951), ‘Bodensee’ (Brugger, 1950), ‘Leuchtfeuer’ (H. Dienemann, 1962),
‘Ticino’ (Dr. Bosse, 1960’), ‘Amsterdam’ (Rampp, 1990’), ‘R4’ (Rampp, 1990’), ‘Odense’
(Rampp 1990), ‘Stolpen’ (K. Meinl, 2010).

• BELGIUM:

‘General Patton’ (Draps-dom, 1950), ‘Draps Wonder’ (syn : ‘Forever Pink’) (DrapsDom, 1951), ‘Doris’ (H. Kuters, 1960).

• NETHERLANDS:

‘Nanping’ (C.P. Eveleens, 1993), ‘Bela’ (P. Hempel, 1993), ‘Hopaline’ (J.G. Hofstede,
1997), ‘Hobella’ (Hofstede, 1994), ‘Xian’ (C.P. Eveleens, 2004), ‘Wudu’ (C.P. Eveleens,
2004), ‘Blue Ball’ (Klaveren, 2010).
* Plants that have been awarded among others the AGM (Award of Garden Merit) label by the Royal Horticultural
Society (RHS).
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© Shamrock
© Hortensartois

© Shamrock

‘Altona’

‘Blauer Prinz’

© Shamrock

© Shamrock

‘Amsterdam’

‘Blaumeise’

© Shamrock

© Shamrock

‘Bela’

‘Blaüling’

© Shamrock

‘Bodensee’

© Shamrock
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‘Côte d’Azur’

© Shamrock

© Shamrock

‘Blue Ball’

‘Corsage’

© Shamrock

© Shamrock

‘Bodensee’

‘Côte d’Azur’

© Shamrock

© Shamrock

‘Domotoi’

‘Draps Wonder’

© Shamrock

© Hortensartois

‘Doris’
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‘Elbtal et Great Star’

© Shamrock

© Hortensartois

‘Flambard’

© Shamrock

‘Hobella’

© Shamrock

© Shamrock

‘Général Patton’

‘Hopaline’

© Shamrock

© Shamrock

‘Immaculata’

‘James Grant’

© Hortensartois

‘Izu-no-Odoriko’

© Shamrock
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‘Jogasaki’

© Shamrock
© Hortensartois

© Hortensartois

‘Kardinal’

‘Libelle’

© Hortensartois

© Shamrock

‘Leuchtfeuer et LK 49’

© Shamrock

‘Louis Sauvage’

© Hortensartois

© Hortensartois

‘Lutin’

© Hortensartois

‘Mme Émilie Mouillère’

‘Nanping’

© Hortensartois

© Shamrock
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‘Odensee’

© Shamrock

© Shamrock

‘Otaksa’

‘Stolpen’

© Shamrock

© Shamrock

‘Rom’

© Hortensartois

© Hortensartois

‘Ticino’

© Shamrock

© Shamrock

‘Together’

‘Violetta’

© Hortensartois

‘Veitchii’

© Shamrock
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‘Wudu’

© Shamrock

© Shamrock

‘Xian’

‘Yamato’

VISIT THE ‘DE KLEINE BOERDERIJ’ BOTANICAL GARDEN IN MERKSPLAS AND
DISCOVER ITS LARGE HYDRANGEA COLLECTION.
(by Wout Oprins - Secretary)
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The ‘De Kleine Boerderij’ Botanical Garden is part of a historical site of great cultural significance: one of the ‘Colonies of Benevolence’. It is located in Merksplas, Belgium, in the Antwerp Kempen near the Dutch border.
This botanical garden is the result of the life’s work of Jan Oprins, a horticulturist, grower and plant producer, and the legacy of a
renowned botanist, the late Harry Van Trier.
Both Jan and Harry were great plant lovers, and brought together collections from all over the world. As the number of plants
grew, they achieved their greatest dream in 2007: to create a botanical garden where their collections could flourish and be shared
with the world.
Today in the gardens you can admire exceptional collections of, among others, Agapanthus, Magnolia, Paeonia, Hamamelis, Bambuseae, Quercus, Ilex, Stewartia, Ginkgo, .... and, of course, Hydrangea.
The most extensive collection, and the one that is most important to them, is the hydrangea collection. First of all, the collection
contains a large assortment of well-known and rarer cultivars, which they have gathered during their travels.
The most extensive collections are those of H. serrata, H. macrophylla and H. paniculata. There is also a large sampling of varieties
that they have selected with other growers.
Here are some of the finest varieties:
• Hydrangea paniculata ‘Wims Red’: large, spherical, early flowers with deep red summer colours, 2m high with a solid
stem structure.
• Hydrangea paniculata ‘Candlelight’: broad conical inflorescences with beautiful pink hues in summer, 2m high with large
upright branches.
• Hydrangea involucrata ‘Late Love’: white ornamental inflorescences with mauve fertile flowers, large bracts, less susceptible to spider mites than other members of the species, 1.2m high.
• Hydrangea aspera ‘Hot Chocolate’: a shade-loving hydrangea with red hues under its foliage, beautiful inflorescences
with lilac-mauve fertile flowers and pink sterile florets.
• Hydrangea aspera ‘Rosemary Foster’: shade-loving hydrangea with large green leaves, reddish underneath, with a flower
that is already noticeable when it first opens, mature inflorescences up to 25 cm wide, white non-ornamental flowers and
fertile flowers turning from pink to purple, with stamens up to one centimetre long, height 2m. By far the best Hydrangea
aspera with reddish foliage.
In the not-too-distant future this list will be extended with beautiful new varieties. Amongst all the fine collections of cultivars,
there is still enough space for their own Hydrangea serrata crosses. Their project started in the mid-90s. Initially, they looked for
parent plants that had the following properties: they had to be compact, small with abundant and attractive inflorescences, have a
long flowering period and show autumn colours on the summer foliage. At first, they planted some ten thousand seedlings. After
years of monitoring and selection work, the result is 80 hybrids - the best ones. These are planted among the other plants and form
part of the garden.
Some have already conquered the market:
• H. s. ‘Magic Pillow’: is the best-known variety with magnificent inflorescences and the capacity to act as a ground cover
plant; maximum height 60 cm.
• H. s. ‘Elise’: has many beautiful double sterile florets and dazzling fertile flowers. Height 80 cm.
• H. s. ‘Jolien’: beautiful double inflorescences with blue-yellow sterile florets ; height 100 cm.
• H. s. ssp. yezoensis ‘Veerle’: classic that no longer needs to prove itself. Large, dull, serrated leaves, beautiful blue inflorescences, tolerates late frosts well, height 1.2 m.
In the near future you can expect to see new selections; we are looking forward to creating new beauties, of which we expect great
things. We invite you to come and admire all these beautiful plants during a visit to the ‘De Kleine Boerderij’ Botanical Garden in
Merkplas.
We hope to see you soon.
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‘Late Love’

‘Hot Chocolate’

‘Rosemary Foster’

‘Candle Light’

‘Magic Pillow’
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1

2

3

1 - H. paniculata ‘Wim’s Red’
2 - H. serrata sp. yezoensis ‘Jolien’
3 - H. serrata sp. yezoensis ‘Élise’
4 - H. serrata sp. yezoensis ‘Veerle’
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Welcome to the Gardens of Trauttmansdorff Castle in Northern Italy
a unique world of nature, culture and art!. (from Karin Kompatscher)
Exotic Mediterranean landscapes set against sweeping vistas of the surrounding mountains and sunkissed city of Merano: nestled into a natural amphitheater, Trauttmansdorff comprises eighty natural and
cultivated landscapes, an array of themed gardens, plant collections as well as numerous Experience Stations highlighting art and culture.
South Tyrol’s most popular destination, Trauttmansdorff is a one-of-a-kind fusion of nature, culture and
art. The interplay between historical and contemporary architecture, varied events, intriguing exhibitions
and blooming highlights over the changing seasons transform Merano’s botanical garden, the Gardens of
Trauttmansdorff Castle, into an experience for all of the senses and visitors of all ages.
In the center of the complex sits Trauttmansdorff Castle, where Empress Elisabeth, affectionately known
as Sissi, sojourned for several months in the years 1870 and 1889, enjoying a health retreat and visit to
the spa resort. Today the castle is home to the Touriseum, the South Tyrol Province Museum of Tourism,
which covers 250 years of Alpine tourism history in a most entertaining way.
After being named Italy‘s Most Beautiful Garden in 2005 and Europe‘s No. 6 Garden in 2006, Trauttmansdorff received the International Garden of the Year award in 2013, ranking it amongst the most important
and most beautiful gardens and parks in the world.
This year, the Gardens of Trauttmansdorff Castle will celebrate their 20th anniversary.

#trauttmansdorff @trauttmansdorff_ gardens

OPENING HOURS
Open 7 days a week

(Last entry)

1st April – 15th October:
16th – 31th October:
1st – 15th November:

9:00 AM – 7:00 PM
9:00 AM – 6:00 PM
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM

(5:30 PM)
(4:30 PM)
(3:30 PM)

Fridays in June, July
and August:

9:00 AM – 11:00 PM

(9:30 PM)

The Gardens of
Trauttmansdorff
Castle
Over 80 different garden
landscapes covering an
area of 12 hectares with
an altitude differential
of 100 m. A wide array
of experience stations,
themed gardens, artist
pavilions, animal life in
keeping with the theme,
the familiar here and the
exotic there... simply
incredible! It’s no mere
chance that the Gardens
of Trauttmansdorff
Castle have been
awarded the title of
“Italy’s Most Beautiful
Garden” and
“International Garden of
the Year 2013”.

Please double-check the opening hours at:
www.trauttmansdorff.it

The Touriseum
The castle where
Empress Elisabeth of
Austria once sojourned
is now home to the
Touriseum, South
Tyrol’s Museum of
Tourism. The focal
feature of the museum
is a vibrantly designed
journey through 20
rooms, spanning the 250
years of tourism history
in South Tyrol. The
tour ends with a “trip”
through South Tyrol on
the biggest “tourism”
pinball machine in the
world.

GARDENHIGHLIGHT
2020
IN THE 2020 GARDEN SEASON,
THE FOCUS IS ON BIODIVERSITY.
In keeping with the theme of “Diversity”,
the Gardens will be showing how important
biodiversity is for humanity, animals and plants.

The Japanese Garden
Nr. 14

Water Lily Pond
Nr. 49

OF NATURE, CULTURE AND ART

Let’s open your eyes, because even in
your own small way you can do something
to protect biodiversity!

ER

Hungarian
Racka Sheep
Nr. 84

THE SOUTH TYROL GAME
The biggest “tourism” pinball machine in the world.
Carved in wood and full of irony. A “voyage” across
South Tyrol, having fun together.

INT

Restaurant +39 0473 232 350 | www.schlossgarten.it

A UNIQUE
WORLD OF
EXPERIENCE

Throughout the entire garden area,
you will find a wealth of interesting information,
fascinating facts and handy tips.

Via S. Valentino, 51a • 39012 Merano • Italy
Touriseum +39 0473 255 655 | www.touriseum.it

n eed
Sonderausstellung – Personalnot im Hotel- und Gastgewerbe

Emergency Number: 112
Please notify us too by calling the following number:
+39 0473 255 628

Gardens +39 0473 255 600 | www.trauttmansdorff.it

ENGLISH

Your trip back in time
to visit the 250 years
of history of alpine tourism
starts here!
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VISITOR SURVEY
Did you enjoy your visit?
Tell us how we are doing!

Garden for Lovers
Nr. 55
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SO MUCH TO EXPLORE
- Blooming Highlights
- Experience Stations
- Circuits and Panoramic Trails
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ONE MAGICAL SETTING,
2 HIGHLIGHTS:
GARDENS AND TOURISEUM
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The Hydrangea Collection in the Gardens of Trauttmansdorff Castle
In 2007, we heard about a hydrangea collector from Tuscany who had dedicated his whole life to these
plants and, after 35 years of collecting, was looking for people interested in part of his collection. Luciano
Aroni welcomed us to his “L’orto delle ortensie” (the hydrangea garden) near Pistoia. We started marking
the varieties we liked best. Most of the areas of our Gardens were already occupied, but we found a suitable area in the north side of the castle of the Gardens, in the shade of the native deciduous forest, along
the serpentines of the panoramic trail that leads from the picnic area up to the palm beach.
Trauttmansdorff ’s collection of hydrangeas comprises around 150 different varieties: large, lush flower
balls are interspersed among flat inflorescences or upright panicles in the shade of pastel colors that range
from white to pink to deep blue and wonderfully match with the tone of the quartz porphyry stones of the
walls along the path.
The varieties that look like lacecaps are the most useful to have more insect biodiversity. In the inconspicuous small flowers in the centre insects find nectar and pollen, while around the outside the wreath of
sterile colourful showy flowers are responsible for the marketing of the inconspicuous flowers in the centre.
Hydrangeas are an absolute highlight in the realm of summer-flowering shrubs.
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© The Garden of Trauttmansdorff Castle / Tappeiner / Marion Gelmini

The garden of Trauttmansdorff Castle

Hortensias

Hortensias

‘Incrediball’

‘Vanille Fraise’
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‘Passion’

‘Nigra’

‘Masja’

‘Kardinal’

‘Gertrud Glahn’
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NEW AMERICAN H.QUERCIFOLIA
from Tim Wood Proven Winners®
Product Development & Marketing
SPRING MEADOW, Nursery, Michigan
The development of the Gatsby series was simply based on finding improvements over existing varieties
and finding unique cultivars that added to the offerings available.
Gatsby Gal® (‘Brenhill’), Gatsby Moon® (“Brother Edward’)and Gatsby Star® (Doughill’) were plants selected open pollinated seedlings by Doug and Brenda Hill who owns Blackwood Crossing Greenhouse in
Cleveland, AL.
• Gatsby Moon® is an improved ‘Harmony’, that is more compact, and has stronger stems making the
Inflorescences more rain-tolerant than ‘Harmony’.
• Gatsby Gal® is an improved ‘Snow Queen’, with larger inflorescence, larger sterile florets and it blooms
earlier. It also has large, dark green leaves.
• Gatsby Star® is a variation on Snowflake, but with acutely pointed sterile doubled tepals giving
the flowers a star shape. The inflorescence is smaller on Gatsby Star so that it is not as droopy as
Snowflake.
• Gatsby Pink (‘JoAnn’) was seedling by Alan Branhagen at POWELL GARDENS in Kingsville, MO. It
was the last variety added to the series. This variety turns pink quicker than any other variety, just a
few weeks after fully opening. Is also continues to make new flowers after the initial bloom.

Gatsby Moon®

Gatsby Gal®

Gatsby Star®

Gatsby Pink®
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Some remarkable H. serrata in Denmark (cutting from Poul Hagedorn)
• H. s. ‘Asian Beauty’ : Autor Y. Takahashi, Japan. It has red/violet inflorescence lacecap/
mophead. Leaves first reddish, since green.
• H. s. ‘Blue Ann’ : Wild plant from? Nobody knows. Chosen and named by the nursery man
Peter Christiansen, Dk (named after his wife) in the Aboret of Hoersholm, Dk. App.1995.
You have tried it before, but it died. I think that it cannot stand strong clay. Here it is happy
growing in sandy soil for many years. It is very good with light blue infl. It gives infl. after a
winter with - 18 °C.
• H. s. ‘Hallasky’ : Autor Poul Hagedorn Dk. 2012. It is a cross between H. s. ‘Hallasan I’ and H.
s. ssp. yezoensis (I think that both I got from you). H. s. ‘Hallasky gives infl. after a winter with
- 18 °C. The lacecaps are light blue and continu to come to frost.
• H. s. ‘Opalis’ : Autor Poul Hagedorn, Dk. 2014. The name because of its many colors. The infl.
are blue lacecaps, and there are many of them over a long period. It gives infl. after a winter
with - 12 °C.

H. s. ‘Asian Beauty’

H. s. ‘Blue Ann’

H. s. ‘Hallasky’

H. s. ‘Opalis’

24

Discoveries of two new hydrangeas in the Izu Islands by Yoshihiro Sugimoto san
(from a recent communication)

‘Hachijochidori’ ---- A variety registered by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.
No. 18598.
It is a native species of Hachijojima in the Izu Islands, and it blooms all year round in four seasons.
The flowers that bloom in winter are petals as shown in the photo, and they are really beautiful.
The width of the petals increases depending on the season.
‘Kumoiduro’ ---- A variety registered by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.
No. 24276.
H. macrophylla, a giant ring that grows naturally in the southern part of the Izu Peninsula.
The diameter of the inflorescence is 30 cm or more. There are 8 decorative flowers.
The length of one decorative flower is 8 cm. Small flowers also come out well. The meaning of
‘Kumoiduro’ is noble.

‘Hachijochidori’

‘Kumoiduru’
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Mouillère plants in Vendôme

(by Christophe Candat - extract from a correspondence)

...
The Vendôme hydrangeas are part of the history of our town. Since 2007 we have
been presenting them in a modest way in the gardens of the Abbaye de la Trinité.
I am very much in favour of our taking part in this network to make Mouillère’s varieties better known. In addition to participating in the preservation of the national
collection, this will have the advantage of making our collection more dynamic...
We have municipal greenhouses in which we can propagate hydrangeas... I remain
at your disposal if you wish to make exchanges. In the meantime, I would like to
take advantage of this e-mail to wish you all the best for this new year and to wish
you every success in the management of the collection.
Yours sincerely
Christophe CANDAT
Director, Environment and Green Spaces Directorate
Serres municipales 40 rue du Gripperay 41100 Vendôme CEDEX
02 54 89 44 62 - 06 75 65 08 66
deev-direction@territoiresvendomois.fr
http://www.vendome.eu/redirect_email.php

Editor’s note:
To date, the Shamrock Collection has offered to provide the town of Vendôme with
cuttings of various endangered Mouillère plants: ‘La Perle’, ‘Louis Sauvage’, ‘Mme
André Riverain’, ‘Rochambeau’, ‘Vice Pdt Truffaut’, and ‘Souvenir de Claire’.

Mouillère garden - Vendôme
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J for Julisa (by Jean-Paul Davasse)
Yesterday we told you a Japanese story. Tonight, it’s a family story!
‘Julisa’ is the first variety of hydrangea that I have bred since I took over Boos
Hortensia. And as we have 2 daughters at home, I wanted to dedicate a common
heritage to them. Guess what their first names are! ...
The flowers of ‘Julisa’ form regular carmine red balls, turning a velvety wine red
at the end of flowering. Its young purplish foliage turns dark green in the summer
and then goes a splendid fiery red in the autumn. For those curious about genetics
/ botany, this is a seedling of the variety ‘Sweet Fantasy’. The red character, which
is fully expressed in ‘Julisa’, is in fact the colour found in the variegated flowers of
‘Sweet Fantasy’.
Due to its dark character and thick leaves, it can withstand a slightly sunnier exposure than most hydrangeas. However, it is best combined with soft pink or white hydrangeas, as the contrast enhances the value of each variety in relation to the other.
What is your favourite hydrangea starting with the letter J?
PS: When we were creating this 2nd edition of our ‘Advent calendar’, we had added a
rule: we wouldn’t use the same varieties as last year. But Cathy Branenx had already
pointed out to us that we could have (re)emphasised our ‘D’ superhero ‘Daredevil’, so
we said “OK, let’s go for 2x ‘Julisa’”. But next time it won’t be the case for the letter K!

‘Julisa’

‘Dare Devil’
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Correspondence with our members
Eliane Lebret - 24/01/2021
Thank you very much for the Index, which I’m greatly looking forward to reading. You are
doing a great job!
Concerning the hydrangea ‘Altona’, which is also the name of our Franco-German garden
in Touraine, I have never found the synonym ‘Althone’, as you indicate in your Index. I have
searched in old copies of Gartenwelt from the 1930s, I have also questioned Matthias Riedel at
Zuschendorf castle, near Dresden, which houses the German national collection of hydrangeas
and which I visited in 2019. He has not found any reference to the synonym ‘Althone’, either. Do
you know the origin of this name?
Yes, Altona was a town next to Hamburg that became one of the greenest districts of the city
when it was officially incorporated in 1938. The Schadendorf nursery was located in Wedel, a
little further along the banks of the Elbe, just after Altona. I even found its address in old agricultural periodicals of the time: Rosengarten 17 in Wedel. It is easy to understand why Heinrich
Schadendorf ’s hydrangeas are called ‘Hamburg’, ‘Altona’, ‘Elbe’, ‘Holstein’ ... but also ‘Europa’, so
he was an early European!
‘Schadendorf ’ is written with a single ‘f ’ in German magazines and newspapers.
27 January 2021
I am continuing my research on ‘Althone’ in Germany. For the moment, nothing on the horizon
except on the French, Belgian, Dutch and English sites, which all copy each other with the same
‘Schadendorff ’ spelling.
I also looked in the 1950 edition of Michael Haworth-Booth’s book where there is a mention of
‘Althone’ and Schadendorff with two ‘f ’s’.
We did indeed choose the name Altona for our garden because my in-laws are from northern
Germany. My husband and his brothers still speak their parents’ local dialect. Many of our
plants come from there and Altona is also the name of one of my favourite plants. It has come
full circle. So much for this little story and my particular interest in Altona and the origin of
the name.
I have a small collection of 230 hydrangeas which will not get much bigger, as, unfortunately, I
lack space and shade. But fortunately, Shamrock is there!
Best wishes from Touraine
Eliane Lebret
Reply from the Editors
Thank you very much for solving the puzzle. ... and thank you for the list of German varieties
published by Mathias Riedel. Elizabeth Bullivant considered ‘Altona’ to be the best plant for
dried bouquets in her book on the subject: “Dried fresh flowers: when to pick and how to dry”
(1989). This autumn the plant looked beautiful at Shamrock and a young florist used the flowers
to make wreaths for Christmas decorations.
Robert
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‘Altona’

Hello Corinne (by Barry Roberts † - extract from a correspondence)
© Hortensartois
...
Two weeks ago, I bought a copy of “Hortensienatlas” by Corinne Mallet. This is an
excellent book; I think it is your best yet. It will be of great help to me in my continuing efforts to extend my knowledge of the hydrangea genus. It is a reference book
I will be putting to good use constantly in the months to come.

Great information presented in a well-organised manner, great photography, good
translation (to English).
I was also pleased to see that Printer Trento was the chosen printer. I have used
them many times during my 30-year career in the book publishing industry and
visited them regularly. One of the better printers in northern Italy.
Congratulations on a great book. I hope you will be publishing many more hydrangea books in due course.
Barry Roberts †
www.heritagehydrangeas.com
(1) This book, available in three languages (FR/UK/DE) in the same volume, is still accessible
on the Internet (publisher Ulmer Verlag), but is out of print.
Editor’s note, March 2021
Barry Neville Roberts † (1947-2020)
We are very sorry to have just learnt that Barry Roberts passed away in August 2020. Born in
England but based in British Columbia, Barry was “incorrigibly obsessive” about hydrangeas.
He was an Advanced Master Gardener, a member of the Royal Horticultural Society, UK, for
over 30 years, and a good friend to Shamrock. He will be greatly missed by all of us.
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An example of plant conservation (from André Diéval)
This is about the conservation of H. ‘Gilles Goujon’. Exchanges of plants have made
it possible to save this hydrangea. Guy Lebel, owner of the Lianes Garden in Cherriennes in the Pas-de-Calais département, was responsible for its propagation.
Thank you, Guy. An example to follow!
Editor’s note:
there is another Guy in the Manche département who is also working on the subject
of conservation.
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News from La Blanche Maison (from Isabelle et Michael Potel)

‘LG 1754’ (AC 6112) from Yunnan

This plant is very vigorous, 4m high and 3m wide with very large leaves similar to
those of Hydrangea aspera ‘Sapa’. It is planted in a rather shady position at Blanche
Maison, at the foot of a sycamore tree.
Concerning La Blanche Maison, if visitors wish to come and see the collection, we
are open within the context of the “Cotentin Côté Jardins” association’s event on the
weekend of 19 and 20 June, as well as on Friday and Sunday afternoons from 2 July
to 15 August.
Our gîte “La Blanche Maison” is in Urville-Nacqueville
(on the coast near Cherbourg).
The courtyard in front of the house, decorated with a profusion of plants from the
southern hemisphere, and the enclosed “six senses” garden, together constitute a
space full of surprises. Behind the house, a steep balcony facing the sea (400m)
houses a collection of hydrangeas. La Blanche Maison is a branch of the CCVS
French national hydrangea collection (Shamrock).
https://www.gites-de-france-manche.com/location-vacances-Gite-a-Urville-nacqueville-Manche50G444.html
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WORK in the collection.
2020 – a difficult year.
Because of the virus, the teams of young people from the “La Traverse” institute,
accompanied by their educator Marie-Jo Boulanger, were unable to come for their
annual hydrangea pruning training course. It was, therefore, the team of volunteers
and friends of the collection who took care of removing the 200,000 or so dead
heads and dry branches of the H. macrophylla hybrids - an operation which is likely
to be repeated this year.
Pruning of H. paniculata and H. aspera took place earlier for the first (in February)
and later for the second (in May).
This operation was followed by the traditional work of clearing the flowerbeds (in
June), after the spring wild flowers had wilted, followed by spreading out grass clippings to conserve moisture and prevent the growth of young weeds.
There were days we devoted to attacking a particular weed: docks (Rumex), goosegrass (Galium), nettles, brambles, ivy : each have their weak point at a certain time
of the year, which must be taken advantage of.
During the summer, we concentrated on watering and dead heading to keep the
garden looking presentable.
When serious work resumed in the autumn, there was still pruning to be done, with
buddleias, elderberries and lime trees, and the preparation of new flowerbeds by
eliminating overly invasive hydrangeas. But this year especially, it was the transplanting of many subjects that obviously need more shade: this is the case for some H.
serrata, but especially for H. involucrata.
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Stéphanie, Claire, Jean-Marc, Hervé

Jean-Marie

Valérie, Benoit
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20 years’ experience with PAULOWNIA tomentosa in Varengeville sur mer
(from Robert Mallet)

To complement the abundant literature on the internet about this tree species, we
take this opportunity to give you some information based on our experience over
the last twenty years at Shamrock.
In January and February 2001, we planted 300 young specimens of these trees
to provide shade for the collection of hydrangeas we had recently installed on a
south-facing site with no water source. Each sapling was 80 cm high with a stem
about as thick as a thumb. We bought 500 of them from the La Try nursery (Dominique de Witt) in Belgium and sold on 200 to a local authority. The younger
these trees are planted, the sooner you get a result; in fact, within 4 years we had
already obtained the shade cover we had been looking for.
An advantage of this species is that its roots also provide moisture at the foot of each
tree. The roots of Paulownias are turgescent (they swell with water) and hydrangeas put their own roots into contact with them to feed themselves. In addition to
shade, Paulownias provide higher humidity, giving more coolness than is felt within
the parts of the garden exposed to direct sunlight. In addition, these trees produce
flowers before their leaves grow, so the hydrangeas benefit from good diffuse sunlight in spring, which encourages their growth.
What problems have been observed?
To date, we do not know of any diseases affecting Paulownias. However, we must
admit that we had planted them too close together. This fast-growing species needs
a minimum amount of leaf mass to be able to draw up enough sap to feed growth on
such a scale. Obviously, plants are much better-looking and stronger when they are
spaced out individually. We have therefore eliminated about sixty subjects that were
too small and thus made room for their neighbours.
Fortunately, Paulownias naturally re-seed themselves, even if only moderately, so
we allow a few young specimens to grow freely, in places where we still need them.
With climate change, strong heat surges and increased exposure to UV rays, the
provision of shade is still our priority.
What minor drawbacks are there?
A minor disadvantage is the production of dead branches that need to be collected
before the first mowing. But in fact, this is a natural process of self-cleaning. Our
garden is bordered to the west by a century-old avenue of lime trees, to the east by
a small wood of birch, hornbeam and hazelnut trees, to the north by a bank planted
with oak, hornbeam and hazelnut trees, and to the south by a bank of oaks. It is,
therefore, relatively well-protected from winds, meaning that until now we have never had overturned or broken trees. This is, however, just what happened this winter
for three specimens. We think this is due to excessive rainfall. Indeed, Paulownias
only thrive in dry soil - their great quality, even when planted on totally infertile
clay! However, their wood, which is soft, tends to become waterlogged like blotting
paper and soften from the bottom up, eventually rotting. We will test this hypothesis
in the future. Fortunately, this has only concerned two subjects. The third lost tree
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became loose and blew over, raising a not very wide slab of soil, which could be the
effect of a weakening of the roots.
It should be noted that the leaves that fall in the autumn are not a disadvantage, as
these are easily picked up with the last mowings, do not clog the machine and form
an excellent mulch that keeps for a long time and prevents early season weeds before
the first grass mowings are applied.
Is this life-saver for the Shamrock collection an invasive species?
We think it is mainly a question of geographical and climatic situation. Either a
harsh winter stops germination, or the formation of flower buds, or a dry season, on
the contrary, causes a greater quantity of flowers and therefore seeds. This is what
happened with the heat wave of 2018 and the very large quantity of seeds observed
in autumn and winter 2019. We therefore expected in 2020 a sprouting of young
plants in the “Crop Circle” located at the bottom of the collection, with layers of
shredded wood chips accumulated for more than 10 years, ideal for this kind of
germination. Thanks to this kind of “nursery”, we were able to distribute young seedlings to visitors who asked for them. So, we are not overwhelmed. Much less than
with the oak and sycamore seedlings that have been increasingly present in recent
years.
Conclusion
All in all, the balance of qualities and faults of this really special tree species is
largely positive, especially in terms of its incredible resilience and its extremely
rapid growth, giving beneficial shade that is particularly sought after in these times
of increased drought. Let’s also not forget the bonus of its fragrant and abundant
flowering in May.

Paulownia tomentosa
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A Self-Service on the day the Collection opens to visitors
Provided that sanitary conditions permit, we plan to organise a self-service sale at the Collection on Saturday 19 June from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm.
Wheelbarrows and boxes will be made available to potential buyers, who will be able to
move freely between the plants, which will be listed in alphabetical order (see photos of our
Drive-in on p 33-34). The list of plants currently available can be provided in advance by
sending a request to our email address: shamrock76@wanadoo.fr, or on site. Other plants
should be donated to us in the meantime by our professional friends. Members of the Association will be on hand to provide information and assistance.

American Hydrangea Society (AHS- Recent news)
We had the pleasure to look at the “Zoom” lecture given by Andrew Bunting (Vice President of Public Horticulture at the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society – 200 years old
Society with 4000 volunters ! in Philadelphia) The subject was “Landscaping with Hydrangeas”.
Commenting photos of his expedition in Nord Vietnam with Ozzie Johnson and Dan Hinkley, he went on showing photos of his visit at Shamrock in 2007 with the Ghent Hydrangea symposium together with Maurice Foster, Glyn Church, Michael Dirr and Yan Oprins.
A fabulous meeting ended by a glass of calvados.

Visitors’ comments and conversations, 2020
• “Is there a discount with the ‘Routard’ guide?” – “Yes, but it must be recent.” – “Ah, then
it won’t work, mine’s from the 19th century!”
• “We’re from Berry” – “It doesn’t matter, H. paniculata grow very well in Siberia” (pronounced “see berry” in French).
• “On en a vu de toutes les couleurs.” (= “We’ve seen it all”, but literally “We’ve seen all the
colours”).
• “I’m completely overwhelmed.”
• “It’s a real festival of nature.”
• “Very well-labelled garden.”
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Chantilly Plant Festival – special offer for ‘Shamrock’ members
The spring edition of the Plant Festival is fast approaching! The Domaine de Chantilly
looks forward to welcoming you from 7 to 9 May.
Here is your promotional code: JDPAHM21
This will allow members of the Association to benefit from an exclusive rate of 10€ instead
of 18€ on the Journées des Plantes admission ticket from 7 to 9 May 2021.
You will find the practical information here: https://www.domainedechantilly.com/
journees-plantes/preparer-ma-visite/
To take advantage of the promotional code:
1. Go to the Domaine de Chantilly online ticketing service (French version only):
https://billetterie.domainedechantilly.com/fr-FR/produits-spectacles?fbq_3dIfIhprPp=1502259024270300007
1. Select number of tickets: “Journées des Plantes - Tarif de lancement” (launch price)
until 31 March, or “Journées des Plantes prévente - PLEIN TARIF” (full price)
from 1 April
2. On the “Récapitulatif de votre commande” (Summary of your order) page, add the
promotional code in the space provided
3. The discount will be applied once you press the “Appliquer” button
4. Accept the “conditions générales de vente” (general terms and conditions of sale)
5. Proceed to payment.
The entrance ticket includes: access to the “Plant Festival” event, free visit of the estate
(château, park, large stables) as well as free parking, shuttle bus from the station and free
deposit of plants. Ticket valid for 1 day from 7 to 9 May 2021.
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To contact us:
Association des Amis de la Collection d’hydrangéas Shamrock (or ‘Association Shamrock’)
1, chemin des Hortensias, 76119 Varengeville sur mer - Tel 02 35 85 14 64,
email : shamrock76119@gmail.com - website : www.hortensias-hydrangea.com
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