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The articles in this journal are publis h e d u n d e r t h e i r a u t h o r s ' r e s p o n s i b i l i t y.

Dear friends of the “Shamrock” Collection,

As you can read in this Journal's Media Report, our collection's
reputation continues to grow at the same rate as the number of
plants it contains. We should note in particular the Belgian television broadcast “Jardins et Loisirs”, shown in late January,
which painted a particularly vivid portrait; many thanks and
congratulations to the director. Also extremely satisfying is the
explicit support brought to us by professional breeders and nurserymen during this crucial year: 2012 is likely to be a watershed in our history. The highlight of the year will be the
International Symposium "Hydrangea 2012", to be held in
Angers on 5 & 6 July, five years after the one held in Ghent.
Congratulations to all those who have already invested so much
in this event to make it a success in honour of French breeders;
we hope to be seeing you there.
This occasion has prompted us
to increase the print run of the
French version of the Journal,
and to produce a printed paper
edition of the English version.
Simultaneously, the new edition
of our “International Index of
Cultivar Names” will be made
available on paper and also on
the Net, in return for an appropriate fee. This issue of your
Journal clearly demonstrates the
role of the “Shamrock” Collection
in the world of hydrangeas, showing how useful and valuable it
is in so many ways.
(Continued on page 2)

H.

CITY LINE

’Côte d’Azur’

E D I T O R I A L (continued)

I'd like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude for
all the unfailing support you have given us over the past
decade.

Let's hope that in 2014 we'll be able to

celebrate the twentieth anniversary of our
Society in good conditions. Meanwhile I
look forward to seeing all of you at

“Shamrock” during the coming season.

Bryan Woy

THANKS for 2011

The Association thanks all members and non members
w h o h a v e h e l p e d t o m a k e 2 0 11 a n o t h e r g o o d y e a r f o r
the Shamrock Collection, including everybody who took
part in preparation and visitor reception for our
a n n u a l e v e n t “ 2 0 0 0 h y d r a n g e a s f o r S h a m ro c k ” ( 2 0 11
Edition), starting with Bérengère de Bodinat and Bruno
Blanckaert for once again welcoming us to their home,
“Casanova”. Thanks to all those who provided plants
for this event: André Diéval, Kees Evelyns, Didier
B o o s , L i o n e l C h a u v i n , H e n r i M e r c i e r, E t i e n n e L e m e s l e
( To u s a u J a r d i n ) , H e n r i G u y o m a r d ( t h e “ L a Tr a v e r s e ”
educational centre), Jean Renault and his sons' firm;
and Michel Brunet who helped with transport.
T h a n k y o u t o t h e s t u d e n t s f r o m “ L a Tr a v e r s e ” , g u i d e d
by Henri Guyomard, who created two new beds. Several
planting sessions took place thanks to Jean-Pierre
Péan, Pierre Courquin, JeanMarie Rouet and Christiane Le Scanff; the latter two
m e m b e r s c a m e e v e r y Tu e s d a y d u r i n g s p r i n g , s u m m e r
and autumn for the thorough weeding of all the beds: a
huge task. The following members contributed in
various capacities: Bernard Schumpp (organization of
the Symposium in Angers, trip to
Germany), Andre Diéval (rescuing endangered plants),
Hélène Béréhouc (propagating endangered plants),
Josiane and Henri Lamache (travel arrangements and
public relations), Isabelle and Michaël Potel (conservation), Roger and Kathleen Dinsdale (research and
writing articles), Sophie Le Berre (Japanese-French
translation), Pierre Le Claire (photo-journalism,
article), Philippe Picherit (IT support), Ghislaine Le
G a l l d u Te r t r e ( d e l i c i o u s m e a l s a t t h e P i m e n t B l e u ) ,
Michel Devaux (legal advice) and Robert and MarieC l a i r e Va l t z ( a c c o m m o d a t i o n ) . O n s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s t h e
following came to help us with logging, heavy-duty
weeding and dead-heading, among other things:
Martine and Andre Dieval, Galia and Raymond
Guillaume, Henri and Josiane Lamache, Nicole
Hagneré, Marie-Claude and Franck David, Daniel
Kuszak, Christiane and Jean-Marie Rouet,, Jeanne
P a v i e , a n d T h é r è s e e t J e a n Wa g e m a n s . M a n y t h a n k s ,
too, to our foreign correspondents: in the USA: Jean
A s t ro p , O z z i e J o h n s o n , a n d Ly n d e n M i l l e r ; a n d i n
E u r o p e : M a u r i c e F o s t e r, R o g e r D i n s d a l e , H a r r y v a n
Tr i e r a n d Ya n O p r i n s ; a s w e l l a s m e d i a c o r r e s p o n d e n t s
who have helped us: Isabelle Lebrun, Mariane Loison,
L o r i l e e M a l l e t , Yv e s M a r c h a n d a i n a n d J u l i e t R o b e r t s .
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New Members in 2011
W e a r e p l e a s e d t o w e l c o m e t h e f o llowing new members:
Sarl JARDINS ANIMÉS
Daniel BARRÉ
Jennifer M. BERRELL
Lionel CHAUVIN
Maïté & Dominique COURAGE
Lendert DEVOS
Didier DUMOULIN
Mrs. Franke ENGEL
Fabien GAUTIER
Marie-Hélène GAUTIER
Jean GAVERIAUX
Mrs. M.E. GREEN
Sally GREGSON
Laege Jorgen K. JOHANSEN
Amélie JOUSSEAUME
Geneviève JOUSSEAUME
Pierre LE CLAIRE
Jacques LE GAGNEC
Gérard LE SAUX
Christiane LE SCANFF
Jean NOËL
Françoise NOËL
Hety OOSTERBEEK
Rita PAOLI
Henny POST
Françoise PREBANDIER
Jean-Paul RENAUD
Patrick ROUSSEL
Sylvie ROUSSEL
Pascale ROWE
Dominique SIBILLA
Dorothy SIMCOCK
Raymond M. SUTTON Jr.
Robert TADDEI
Martha TATE
Dominique TOUGARD
Jocelyne TOUGARD
Margaret WARWICK
Thérèse et Jean WAGEMANS

Thank you all for your support, essential for the
future of the “Shamrock” collection.

Martine Dieval
We have just
lost a very dear
friend. Always
happy, smiling
and discreet,
she was a ray of
sunshine during
the days we
spent working
as a team in the
collection. In
spite of disliking
long drives, she
would come in any case, bringing
with her dozens and dozens of eggs
from her own hens. It was her own
simple way of expressing her love for
us. Strong bonds were set up between us over the years, which
explains our great sorrow today.
André can count on our faithful
friendship during this difficult time.

Media Report
RADIO BLEUE HAUTE-NORMANDIE
Sincere thanks to Isabelle Lebrun who did us a great favour by speaking about our annual spring
festival on the radio. During the summer she also did us some good by interviewing Bruno
Delavenne, president of the Association of Parks and Gardens of Normandy, whom we would also
particularly like to thank.

SEINE-MARITIME Magazine N° 67 (June 2011), p. 14-15
The “Shamrock” collection was featured prominently as part of the major “Secret Gardens” project
mounted by the Seine-Maritime Department. There was an illustrated article, “Ouvir les yeux sur la
beauté” (“Opening your eyes to beauty”), in the magazine, and the operation was reported in the
local newspapers: “Les Informations Dieppoises”, 15 April 2011, p. 47, and “Paris-Normandie” of 16
April, 2011, p. 10, and 10 September, 2011: full page, p. 46.

L'ART DES JARDINS, summer 2011, No. 9, p. 118-123
“Dans les volutes blanches des Hydrangea Paniculata” (“Among the white plumes of Hydrangea
paniculata”) - These 6 very well-illustrated pages provide an overview at “Shamrock” of these spectacular plants, that never cease to surprise us. Note in the same issue an 8-page feature about the
“Jardin des Dentelles” (“Lace Garden”) belonging to our friends Béatrice and Patrick Gellet. Their
garden contains many hydrangeas growing in a shaded situation. Don't miss their website:
http://www.jardindesdentelles.com.
LE POINT SPECIAL NUMBER: 'DIEPPE FAIT SA RÉVOLUTION' 8 September, 2011, p. VII
Under the heading 'Admirable gardens ", an article gives a good description of the collection under
the title “Eldorado for lovers of hydrangeas”.

BELGIAN TELEVISION - broadcast “Jardins and Loisirs”, 22 January, 2012
Presented by Luc Noël and his team, this programme is of comparable quality to the famous British
“Gardeners' World” series. A six-minute feature demonstrates with intelligence and accuracy the role
of the Collection as a place for horticultural experimentation. http://www.rtbf.be/jardinsetloisirs

Web TV of beautiful gardens: “Jardins Jardiniers Normandie”, summer 2011.
This sensitive look at the Collection shows how the beauty of some plants can restore a sound relationship between man and nature. http://www.jardin-jardinier.com

New cultivars
From Katrin Meinl
‘Gräfin Cosel’ (1)
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From van Zoest
(distributed by
Klaveren)
‘Zebra’ (2)

From SICAMUS productions, the RENDEZ-VOUS series
‘Elegance’ (3), ‘French Cancan’ (4), ‘Romantique’ (5), ‘Cocktail’ (6), ‘Choco Chic’ (7),
‘La Vie en Rose’ (8).
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Work in 2011
Once again this year, with very effective help from Henry Guyomard's team from
the “La Traverse” educational centre, we have created two additional beds, including the one covered in plastic sheeting in the picture below, intended to accommodate our large new H. aspera plants. The huge piles of hazel branches in the foreground of the picture give an idea of the scale of work done by our “lumberjack
members” (Raymond Guillaume, André Diéval and Henri Lamache) to clear undergrowth and make space for our plants. What you don't
see in the photo are the impressive heaps of dead flowers cut by the “fairy godmother members”.
In addition to the extensive planting that has been
undertaken, a job of thorough weeding has been done
by Jean-Marie Rouet (the man in blue in the photo)
and Christiane Le Scanff, who came faithfully every
Tuesday and in all weathers.
N E W S

F R O M

O U R

M E M B E R S

"BLANCHE MAISON" - (Urville-Nacqueville, near Cherbourg)
by Michel Potel
28/10/11 “H. paniculata 'Viridis' is doing well. H.aspera 'Sapa' has produced huge inflorescences and H. strigosa
(Peter Chappell LG 1454) is currently covered with beautiful (unheard of) flowers! H. strigosa 'Elegant Sound Pavilion'
has flowered this year. H. longifolia is also flowering at the moment.
Early 2012 “Emmanuel has told me that Blanche Maison has just received CCVS approval. This is great news that
makes us proud of the work we've accomplished. A big thank you for the help you have given us over 11 years and for
your constant contagious enthusiasm. This motivates us to continue to concentrate on growing less hardy specimens.”
HYDRANOVA - (Sainte-Gemmes sur Loire, near Angers)
by Maxime Buchalet
“I have been working since early May 2011 on a new project to select varieties of hydrangeas for the new company
Hydranova. This collaborative project, called 'project Brio', brings together several nurseries in Anjou and Brittany,
including Christophe Camus of the Sicamus company. He gave me a small booklet printed by you that is helping me a
lot right now. This is the International Directory of Hydrangea Cultivar Names, 2006-2007 Index.”
(Editor's note: the 2008-2009 Index has since come out, and the 2009-2010 Index will be released soon).
BORROMEAN ISLANDS - Isola Madre (Italy)
by Gianfranco Giustina, Curator
“My visit last year was a thrilling experience for me amongst all your hydrangeas. I will never forget your hospitality,
your talent and your collection: the result of long experience but also of a real love of beautiful things. Your cuttings
are now almost all rooted and have become plants 40-50 cm high: 'La Marne', 'Diskus Blau', 'Shojo', 'Warabe',
'Albrechtsburg', 'Fisher's Silber Blau', 'Souvenir de Claire', 'Odoriko Amacha', 'Yamato', 'Nadeshiko', 'Blue Deckle',
'Bodensee', 'Shamrock'.”
Below: alley n° 2 at the collection (H. paniculata and the “CITY LINE” series)
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The hydrangea 'Thomas Hogg': history of a
plant and a family
by Roger Dinsdale
HYDRANGEA 'THOMAS HOGG'
Thomas J Hogg (senior) and sons opened a nursery in New York in 1822 and, following his death in
1854 business was continued under Thomas Hogg Junior (1820-1892) and his brother. Thomas
Junior became a celebrated florist and in 1862 was sent to Japan by President Abraham Lincoln to
be the US consul, a post he held between 1865 and 1875.
From Agriculture and rural connections in the Pacific, 1500-19001:
'Transmitting agricultural information became a part of the job of representing America in the Land
of the Rising Sun. Thomas Hogg of Yorkville, a well-known florist, was appointed marshal of the
American Embassy in Japan and it was understood that he would 'avail himself of whatever is new
in horticulture in that country, and introduce there what will be of need and of use to the Japanese'.
Hogg dispatched many Japanese plants to the US to be propagated and sold by a contemporary of
his, Samuel Browne Parsons (1819 - 1906) of Parsons Nursery, Flushing, New York. Parsons had
established a mulberry nursery on the family site in 1839. Later the nursery would introduce the
'Hogg Collection' of Japanese plants.
One of the plants that Hogg sent to Parsons from Japan was a white hydrangea, subsequently
named 'Thomas Hogg', and advertised as follows:
HYDRANGEA “THOMAS HOGG.”
We have great pleasure in announcing to the Horticultural world, that the distribution of this fine
plant, the most superb novelty in plants ever introduced into this country, will commence on
October 1st, 1876. It has received the unqualified admiration of all American and European
Florists and Nurserymen who have seen it in flower.
1 : James Gerber, Lei Guang, - Ashgate Publishing, 2006

Editor's note: In his book "The Hydrangeas" (5th edition), p.127,
Haworth-Booth claims that 'Thomas Hogg' is a sport of a well-fed specimen of 'Lanarth White', the latter plant also being of unknown origin. It is
more than likely that what really happened in Michael William's Lanarth
garden in Cornwall was the opposite; 'Lanarth White' would seem instead
to have returned to the type of the old cultivar 'Thomas Hogg'. Illustration
No 21of 'Thomas Hogg' in Haworth-Booth's book, cited above, matches
the plant given by Yamamoto-san to Corinne Mallet in 1994, with separate,
pointed sepals like those of 'Lanarth White'. The photo opposite was taken
in Kyoto, Japan. On the other hand, the photo of 'Thomas Hogg' in the
Kawashima Encyclopaedia is different, with overlapping, rounded sepals.
In 1900, in a batch of 'Thomas Hogg' grown by Jachet (Orleans), there
appeared a black-stemmed specimen which was named 'Jeanne d'Arc';
this cultivar has since disappeared.
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The 2011 drought
by Robert Mallet
In our last Journal, we focused on winter hardiness. Something that was not mentioned was the fact that a plant in welldrained soil is more resistant to cold than one planted in wet ground, but, obviously, is less resistant to drought.
This raises the question of drought resistance for plants in sandy soil (see p.12).
More generally, it is important to make the distinction between mountain (H. serrata) and similar (H. xserratophylla) plants, and
plants that grow by the sea (H. macrophylla); the first category generally growing in well-drained soil, and the second in heavier soil. It
is particularly the height of these plants that differentiates them. The former are small and have roots nearer the surface, the latter
grow taller and have roots that penetrate more deeply into the ground. They are therefore better able to withstand a sudden hot spell
(with a burning east wind), or a drought. This was the case in spring 2011, during which the collection received practically no rain at
all right up until opening day on 15 June.
In their natural habitat in Japan, H. serrata are used to humidity of over 90% (especially in June, during the rainy season). Here in
Normandy, if we plant them in ground that is too heavy or too wet, they will rot from the ground up (like the American H. quercifolia
that, in their native Tennessee and Alabama, grow on rocky ground with almost no soil). For H. serrata, we should therefore:
1. water them little, but often, with a drip system if possible. Do not wait several days before intervening, because unlike H. macrophylla hybrids, they find it difficult to recover from a lack of water.
2. mulch them heavily, preferably after the spring rains, which will also prevent weed growth.
3. only install plants that are already well-grown, with roots that will already penetrate more deeply.
4. plant them in a shaded position (although well-lit).
5. protect them from the wind.
6. protect them from competition from the roots of surrounding trees (birch, hazel, oak, ash, hawthorn, conifers in general, and even
shrubs such as elderberry and forsythia). Holly, however, is very suitable as a windbreak.
7. do not hesitate to cut the upper branches which, being the oldest, dry out first. It is as if the shrub adjusted its growth according to
the water resources available to it. Why not carry out preventive pruning of these old branches as is commonly done for H. macrophylla hybrids? This seems to suit several subspecies. Note, however, that hybrids between H. serrata and H. luteovenosa are apparently more
resistant to drought (see p.12). Smaller specimens of H. luteovenosa are, indeed, surprisingly drought tolerant. They flower early and
keep going throughout the summer season, without needing much attention.
H. serrata

The case of H. xs e r r a t o p h y l l a

If these plants have the advantage of growing larger and flowering longer than H. serrata, they also have the disadvantage of being the
first to suffer from drought. (See H. 'Tokyo Delight', H. 'Lanarth White ', etc.).
H. macrophylla (and their hybrids)

These plants have deeper roots and are therefore better able to defend themselves against drought.
If symptoms of thirst appear in the evening, don't be in too much of a hurry to water. Indeed, it is a question of encouraging plants
to find what they need themselves from deep down. You should only intervene if the leaves are still wilted in the morning, and then
in the following way:
1. Never spray water on the surface; this has the effect of washing the roots which must then endure the sun's rays directly and it
accelerates evaporation, leaving a calcareous layer which is a poison for these plants.
2. Direct the hose to the base of the plant, with a low flow of water over a relatively long period, making sure that the water penetrates well. This is especially necessary after a long period of frost, if it does not rain.
3. Mulch immediately after watering, to prevent evaporation. (See note on the principle of the Algerian gourd *)
4. Try to plant in the shade; the flowers will last longer.
5. Avoid competition from the roots of trees with a surface root system (birch, beech, hazel, etc). Choose instead shade trees such as
Paulownia (see below).
The beneficial shade of paulownias

The experiment conducted for ten years at “Shamrock” with the 300 paulownias planted in 2001 has confirmed that this Japanese
species of tree is very beneficial to hydrangeas. In fact Paulownia roots are turgescent; swollen with water: and hydrangeas put their
own roots in contact with them to feed. As well as shade, a certain freshness can be felt under the trees, with a higher humidity than
in parts of the garden exposed to the sun. These trees flower before their leaves appear, so the hydrangeas enjoy plenty of sunshine
in spring, which promotes their growth. Furthermore, although it is necessary to pick up the dead Paulownia leaves, they do not block
lawnmowers and they can be used to make an excellent mulch.
* Principle of the Algerian gourd: The evaporation of dew on the mulch produces a drop in temperature in the soil underneath, which discourages evaporation from the soil.
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The role of “Shamrock” in promoting knowledge of the
Hydrangea genus, and its importance for horticulturists
by Bernard Schumpp
The purpose of the “Shamrock” Association is the conservation and management of the French

National Collection of the genus Hydrangea, which was given the label “National Collection” in 1999 by the

C.C.V.S. (the French national conservatory of specialized plant collections). The outstanding and rare plants
in the Collection demonstrate its worldwide interest and importance. It is an essential reference for gro-

wers specializing in the production of hydrangeas, firstly because the research it conducts is based on the
cultivation of plants outdoors in the ground, but also through the information held in its archives and by
the relations it has established all over the world with those involved with the Hydrangea genus.
Our agricultural site

This site houses the Collection in a living environment, respecting both French and European legislation in
force, and also good principles of organic growing. It is used for a growing cycle that goes beyond the limited time periods normally used in professional production testing.

The Collection forms a living archive of cuttings for amateur and professional breeders because it pre-

serves the French and indeed the world heritage of the genus Hydrangea, in the form of stock plants and old
cultivars, for the benefit of amateur and professional collectors.

The site is also a base for local experimental cultivation in open ground and permits, firstly, research for
and breeding of new cultivars and species, whether rare or of particular botanical or horticultural interest, and, secondly, comparison and observation of plants growing in the same conditions. It helps identify

criteria for selection of new plants. Each year a ranking of the best plants is established according to horticultural criteria.

Through collections held by affiliated members of “Shamrock”, the Collection has a base for multiple

experimental growing in open ground, in diverse climatic conditions (sea, mountain, continental, dry,

etc.) different from those in confined laboratory conditions or limited to a single site. The Collection expe-

riments with new growing techniques and ways that plants can be integrated into gardens, taking advantage
of members' experiences (hybridization, planting, growing, pruning, accompanying plants, etc.).

The Collection is also a base for demonstrating and exhibiting new plants discovered in the wild or bred by
amateurs and professionals.
Its members

“Shamrock” plays an important role in developing a customer base for professional growers by allowing
visitors to the Collection to see the beauty of plants growing in a living context in open ground, to help

them make a choice corresponding to the character of their own gardens, and to educate enthusiasts about
criteria for choosing plants.
It also shows them the best
way to grow different spe-

cies of the genus Hydrangea.

The Collection is also useful
as a way of informing horticulturists about the

observations and needs of

their customers and future
customers.

The site of the Collection
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Some of our active members

The role of “Shamrock” in promoting knowledge of the
Hydrangea genus, and its importance for horticulturists
Our archives

'Shamrock' also makes a collection of archives available to growers and researchers: a data base which
is continuously updated and enhanced. Our archives consist of:
- A library of books,

- A photographic library,
- A herbarium,

- A catalogued collection of different documents (plant catalogues, articles, letters, etc.)
- A computerized database,

- A scientific archive resulting from research conducted by the author of "Hydrangeas: species and

cultivars", volumes 1 and 2, and other publications to which she has contributed in whole or in part:

- The Journal of the Society, keeping members informed of current events in the world of hydrangeas,
- The International Directory of Cultivar Names, published every two years, to avoid erroneous

naming of new plants, and to identify and compare them to plants that already exist; based on living
plants in the Society's collection, and on our archives.
Our relations

'Shamrock' provides a way to establish relations between professionals, amateurs and experts within

the world of hydrangeas, and to keep them in contact with one another. It also allows us to keep in touch
with all the amateur and professional societies who are interested in horticulture and biodiversity; in
particular in the Hydrangea genus.

Our society also gives us the opportunity to discover new wild plants collected by explorers, whether
or not they are members, and cultivars introduced by breeders who are members.

It plays the role of an international platform for developing knowledge, by organizing conferences,

events, visits to discover gardens or collections, and exploring trips, by linking together botanists,
researchers, gardeners and enthusiasts with an interest in the Hydrangea genus.

All of this provides valuable feedback and enrichment for the horticultural profession.

The establishment of occasional partnership agreements is a way that professionals can give a fair
return to the society, giving the Collection the means to survive and continue.

International Symposium on the Hydrangea genus at 'Shamrock', August 2007

8

The 'Shamrock' collection and the C.C.V.S.
To avoid the loss of species and plant varieties, an association has existed
since 1992 to ensure that French biodiversity is preserved by growing these
plants in recognized collections.
The Convention on Biodiversity and the creation of the CCVS
This international treaty was written in 1992 at the Rio Summit. In its
preamble, it says that states are responsible for conserving their biological diversity and for the
sustainable use of their biological resources.
The Conservatoire français des Collections Végétales Spécialisées (CCVS - the French
Conservatory of Specialized Plant Collections) was created in the same year as this treaty. Its
mission is to preserve plant diversity by cultivation and to fight against the extinction of many botanical species and varieties. The first task of this association is to identify and then evaluate, by
giving them a label, major French plant collections, whether botanical or horticultural, and whether
held by nurserymen, horticulturists, in parks or botanical gardens, or among amateur collectors or
municipalities or professionals. Since 2011 the CCVS has officially been part of the Conseil
d'Orientation Stratégique (COS - Strategic Orientation Council) of the Fondation pour la
Recherche sur la Biodiversité (FRB - Foundation for Biodiversity Research), under the heading of
conservation (essential for research activities).
What is a labelled plant collection? (Extract from the Directory of CCVS Collections)
A specialized plant collection is "a gathering of plants grown in a sustainable state and representative of their natural vegetative performance, with good knowledge of their origin, their taxonomy
and their genetic variability"
In its charter, the Conservatory of Specialized Plant Collections (CCVS) defines collections that it
accredits as follows:
Specialized plant collections consist of any gathering of plants, grown in a sustainable state and
representative of their natural vegetative performance, with good knowledge of their origin, their
taxonomy and their genetic variability.
Specialized plant collections fall into two categories: systematic collections (primarily of a single
genus) and thematic collections. However, the grouping of genera within a single collection is
admitted, and, conversely, to focus on narrower groups of species or series of cultivars, depending
on the complexity of the subject.
The CCVS awards two levels of recognition (or labels):
* “Collection nationale CCVS” (CN - National Collection): this is a collection of national interest which met certain
criteria of excellence when it was assessed. Particularly, it must, through its composition, be broadly representative
of its theme.
* “Collection agréée CCVS” (CA - Approved Collection): a collection that has yet to be enriched relative to the chosen theme and has some elements, whether relating to the mode of culture, knowledge of the origin of plants,
management or sustainability, that are still insufficient to obtain the label "Collection nationale CCVS."
The 'Shamrock' Collection has been labelled "National Collection of the genus Hydrangea" by the CCVS.
Cultivation methods for conservation of stock plants, as well as propagation and distribution of young plants, with
or without charge, all need to be environmentally friendly and meet the latest environmental requirements. This
requirement makes it necessary to continuously look for new cultivation techniques appropriate to the situation.
CCVS site: www.ccvs-france.org/
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New Introductions
in the 'Shamrock' Collection

'Ai Hime'
'Art's Legacy'
'Arven' = 'Gloagen'
'Athen'
'Atlantic Blue'
'Bastei'
'Beni Temari’
'Berlin'
'Bicolor Bullivant'
'Bobo'
'Magical Fire'
'Boxian'
'Cahetel'
'Coco'
'Coquin'
'Day Spring'
'Density'
'Dentelle'
'Diamant Rouge'
'Dwarf White'
'Edouard Abdeew'
'Elbtal'
'Elisabeth'
'Emerald Lake'
= 'Wade Mahlke'
'Fuji Snowstorm'
'Golden Saphir'
'Gyokudanka'
'Hachibuse Temari'
'Haku Fuji'
'Heinrichsburg'
'Hills of Snow'
'Hoi-no-Hoshi'
(ou 'Yoi-no-Hoshi')
'Magical Revolution'
'Magical Harmony'

LG 1891
LG 1948
LG 1922
LG 1994
LG 1937
LG 1951
LG 1924
LG 1997
LG 1995
LG 1930
LG 1932
LG 1987
LG 1975
LG 2030
LG 1907
LG 1911
LG 1903
LG 2012
LG 2014
LG 1936
LG 1971
LG 1952
LG 1951

LG 1913
LG 1949
LG 1929
LG 2028
LG 1919
LG 1926
LG 1953
LG 2001
LG 1883
LG 1916
LG 1917

'Hot Red'
LG 2024
'Hudson'
LG 1967
'Hyuga Konju'
LG 2006
'Incrediball'
LG 1931
'Invicibelle Spirit'
LG 2013
'Iyo-no-Aogasuri'
LG 1886
'Iyo-no-Jyujisei'
LG 1888
'Iyo-no-Sakazuki'
LG 2007
'Jixi'
LG 1984
'Jumbo of Tornado' LG 1989
'Gipsy' (Dolgip)
LG 2021
'Ken-no-Mai'
LG 1954
'Kisawa-no-Hikari'
LG 1979
'Kiss' (Dolkis)
LG 2020
'La Fosse'
LG 1978
'Lace Delight'
LG 1950
'Lavena'
LG 2018
'Lilienstein'
LG 1955
'Luisenburg'
LG 1964
'Lusi'
LG 2033
'Magical Candle'
LG 2031
'Magical Jade'
LG 1918
'Meissen'
LG 1956
'Mirage'
LG 1914
'Miss Blanche'
LG 1905
'Mme A. Riverain'
LG 1988
'Mount Hakusen'
LG 1976
'Moritzburg'
LG 1957
'Murasaki Henge'
LG 1887
'Nangoku Yama Ajisai' LG 1889
'Nìmurasaki'
LG 1890
'Odense'
LG 1966
'Ohmi'
LG 2005
'Pamela'
LG 1944
'Pem Toul'
LG 1946
'Picadilly'
LG 1941
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'Pillnitz'
'Président Paul Doumer'
'Prim White'
'Puffed Green'
'Punch Coco'
'Rathen'
'Red Ace'
'Red Wonder'
'Robert Bruce'
'Rosa 90'
'Ruby'
'Saishi Yohto'
'San Remo'
'Savanna'
'Schloss Hisrschstein'
'Schneeball'
'Seikai'
'Selma'
'Seto-no-Tsuki'
'Shikoku Flash'
'Shinonome'
'Shooting Stars'
'Snow Flake'
'Stolpen'
'Sweet Dreams'
'Sweet Fantasy'
'Tivoli'
'Tosa Misuzu'
'Twist n'Shout'
'Vehuiah'
'Weesenstein' (bicolore)
'White Diamonds'
'White Prince'
'Winterthur'
'Woodworth White'
'Zebra'

LG 1959
LG 1977
LG 2019
LG 1876
LG 1897
LG 1960
LG 1884
LG 2025
LG 2016
LG 1968
LG 1925
LG 1882
LG 1970
LG 1998
LG 1965
LG 1961
LG 1921
LG 1938
LG 1981
LG 1895
LG 1906
LG 1901
LG 1909
LG 1962
LG 2026
LG 2010
LG 1915
LG 1893
LG 2034
LG 1934
LG 1963
LG 2035
LG 1912
LG 1874
LG 1947
LG 2009

The Izu Dancing Girl
by Pierre Le Claire

At the risk of sounding frivolous, I must confess that I'm having an affair with a “dancing
girl”. “What will they say about it?” you will ask; and you'll see that hydrangea lovers can easily
succumb to this passion for very good reasons.
In 1926 at the age of 27, the Japanese writer Yasunari Kawabata published an autobiographical
short story, Izu-no-Odoriko, “The Izu Dancing Girl”, the story of a love affair between a dancing
girl and a sailor; inspired by his meeting in 1919 with a sublime dancing girl during a trip to the
magical peninsula of Izu.
Kawabata is recognized as one of the major writers of the twentieth century. In 1968 he won
the Nobel Prize for Literature, and the following year he was appointed an honorary member
of the American Academy of Arts and Letters. In 1972 his health became precarious and he
took his own life without explanation. Kawabata is little known in France and Europe, and one
wonders why.
Izu-no-Odoriko is a very famous short story in Japan; it has been adapted as a film four times, in
1933, 1954, 1967 and 1972. It is so well known that the train from Tokyo to the south of the
Izu Peninsula is called “Odoriko”.
'Izu-no-Odoriko' is also an extraordinary Japanese maple with pink and white leaves, extremely
rare and difficult to grow, as it contains very little chlorophyll. Shoots from the rootstock are
therefore left in order to ensure the chlorophyll function.

It also seems that in 1974 “Izu-no-Odoriko” was a very successful pop song
At “Shamrock” we also have a Hydrangea serrata, 'Odoriko Amacha', which is one of those
hydrangeas whose leaves can be used to concoct “Buddha tea”. (I wonder why we do not drink
more of this potion ...)
Finally, if you want to share my passion for this “dancing girl”, I urge you to come and see her
in September, because the beautiful thing is late-flowering; you guessed it - 'Izu-no-Odoriko' is
also an H. macrophylla, with large, fleshy double flowers, that you can admire at “Shamrock”.
The plant was discovered in Shizuoka - “the quiet hill” in the west of Izu. I don't know in
which year. We can thank Sophie Le Berre
of the CCVS and Jean Pierre Péan for putting an end to a long-standing controversy
about its identification.
The photo, taken on 3 Sept. 2011, shows
the “dancing girl” at the beginning of flowering.
Note by Robert Mallet
Early frost - late frost, same result: For 'Izu-no-Odoriko' like
'La Marne', or 'Bodensee', plants reputed as late-flowering, it
seems that following the last two years - one in 2011 with an
early cold snap in October, and the other in 2009 with a late
frost - the effect on flowering was the same for these plants that
are at the same time very free-flowering (with continuous
production of flower buds) and very frost-sensitive. Bud
formation took place later, so flowering was displaced in time.

H. macrophylla ‘Izu-no-Odoriko’
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Observations on drought
by Robert Mallet
The question of the effects of drought on hydrangeas is
addressed on page 6 of this issue; our experiences over
recent years lead us to make the following additional
observations:
Mulching in sandy soil is not always a good solution,
according to Jean-Michel Dauchez. Indeed a layer of pine
bark applied on the ground can prevent watering on the
surface, and morning dew, from penetrating the soil.
H. ‘Mine-no-Yuki’

H. ‘Seto-no-Tsuki’

H. ‘Iyo-no-Samidare’

H. ‘Okutama’

Black stemmed cultivars are more resistant to
drought
In the collection, we noticed a thriving specimen of H.
'Nigra' growing in the shade, only 3 metres away from the
foot of a large oak. Since then we have successfully planted H. 'Oregon Pride', the new H. 'Blue Bell' (from the
“Black Steel” series), and H. 'Punch Coco'. We will continue these experiments, but it is already obvious that these
plants need less watering; a phenomenon observed especially during the dry spring of 2011.
Drought-resistant hydrangeas
Also in the collection we have also made some interesting
observations on H. luteovenosa and some new hybrids of
this species, together with H. serrata 'Iyo-no-Samidare',
'Mine-no-Yuki' and 'Seto-no-Tsuki', and H. hirta x luteovenosa 'Okutama'. All these plants are incredibly droughtresistant. Research conducted into this question in the
United States concludes as follows:
Email from Michael Dirr, 11 July 2011:
Exciting to learn about the (H.) serrata x (H.) luteovenosa
hybrids. we have crossed (H.) luteovenosa x 'Lady in Red'
and 'Midnight Duchess' with interesting results. I thought they
were heat tolerant and planted a number in our garden. the 90
degree plus heat last year and this year has indicated not so
much… you might want to take a look at our company's web
site, www.plantintroductions.com

The question of honey fungus (Armillaria mellea)
It seems that although drought limits the damage caused
by botrytis, it is an aggravating factor for the development
of this plague of hydrangeas, sometimes called “root rot”,
which is manifested by white filaments (mycelium) at the
base of the main stems. Note that manure (particularly
cow dung) can also have a perverse effect that triggers
the proliferation of this fungus (beside the fact that manure attracts earthworms and, consequently, moles).
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The history of explorers
on the island of Dejima
by Marion & Matthias Riedel

In Search of the Blue Flower

The earliest introductions of hydrangeas came
from the Far East.
Each spring wonderful hydrangeas appear in florists' shops, and in summer these plants' magnificent
inflorescences can be seen growing in European gardens.
A few of them are native to America, but most species
originate from China or Japan; in these countries hydrangeas have been popular, and appreciated as garden plants,
for centuries. The first European explorers to set foot in
these Far Eastern lands were immediately fascinated by
these plants; they sought them out, described them, put
them in herbaria, and tried to ship them back by boat to Europe. However the voyage at that time could
often last nine months (or even thirteen months for Siebold) and be dangerous. In the late 18th century
the first garden variety could be seen for the first time in England, and perhaps also in France. In the
mid-19th century Siebold was able to bring back 'Otaksa', the legendary blue cultivar, from Japan, and it
caused a sensation when it flowered in his garden in Leiden in the Netherlands. We shall see how this
man, with his passion for research, was able to enrich our gardens with a number of excellent plants.
During the period that Japan's borders were closed, the Dutch were the only Europeans granted
access to the small artificial island of Dejima, to engage in trade. Thus any explorers who wanted to go
to Japan had to be engaged by the Dutch East India Company (VOC), and were obliged to first present the results of their findings and knowledge in the Netherlands. The university town of Leiden,
which has had a botanical garden and a Royal herbarium since 1587, played a definite role in this arrangement. We were able to visit these two institutions in autumn 2010. Gerard Thijsse, Director of
Collections of the National Herbarium of the Netherlands, revealed to us the world of the historical
herbaria of the explorers of Japan. Carla Teune, the permanent technical manager of the botanical garden, showed us some living plants that we owe to Siebold, and was able to give us a lot of important
information. We thank them both most sincerely. This visit to Leiden and what we have reported suggested to us that we needed to focus more on Japan than China in our research. Thus our Hydrangea
Exhibition of 2011 focused on the explorers and their herbaria and the corresponding plants. For its
implementation we received the support of the Claus und Torsten Kühne Jungpflanzen GvR nursery
of Dresden, who provided us with the plant material required.
Dejima - The only access to Japan
Dejima was established between 1634 and 1636 as "artificial land" in front of Nagasaki. The
island was shaped like a fan, 200 m long and 89 m wide (or, according to another source, 120 m x 75
m). The Shogun had earth from a hill near the harbour deposited on the coast at low tide. This is
where passing Portuguese traders were housed, in order to better supervise them. These strict measures were a reaction to the aggressive activities of missionaries and the interference of Catholic Spain
and Portugal in the internal affairs of Japan. In 1639 the Portuguese were finally expelled from Dejima.
The Dutch, who since 1609 had maintained a warehouse in Hirado, were assigned to Dejima in 1641 as
the sole and unique place where they could do business ... The island was surrounded by a stockade
and connected to the shore by a wooden bridge. The Dutch were only allowed to leave the island with
an official authorization. For plant researchers in Japan, Dejima was the only possible way in. Thus a
series of gardeners, botanists and explorers came, all of them in the service of the Netherlands. The
following stayed on Dejima (with the duration of their stay):
- Willem ten Rhijne, Dutch physician from 1674 to 1676
- Andreas Cleyer, German physician born in Cassel, from 1682 to 1684 and from 1685 to 1687 as
commander of the second merchant fleet.
- George Meister, later head gardener of a Saxon prince, from 1682 to 1684 and from 1685 to 1687, in
the service of Dr Cleyer.
- Engelbert Kaempfer, German physician born in Lemgo, Westphalia, from 1690 to 1692, as chief surgeon.
- Carl Peter Thunberg, German naturalist, from 1775 to 1776, as a medical assistant.
- Dr Franz von Siebold, German physician born in Wurzburg from 1823 to 1829 as an assistant physician and from 1859 to 1862 as a researcher and adviser to the Japanese government.
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The history of explorers
on the island of Dejima

Above: Aerial
perspective
view of the
island of
Dejima, circa
1825. Note the
island's fan-like
shape.
Left: a map of
Nagasaki harbour, showing
the island of
Dejima, published in
Engelbert
Kaempfer's
“History of
Japan”, 1727.
Right: a western botanist
drawn by a
Japanese artist.
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The history of explorers
on the island of Dejima
George Meister, appointed by the Elector of Saxony to create an oriental pleasure garden (1653-1713)
When we look in the literature to find out who was the first Westerner to
describe a hydrangea, we are told it was the Swedish naturalist Carl Peter
Thunberg, who in 1784 named the plant Viburnum macrophyllum. But in
truth the merit of the first description probably belongs to the Thuringian
Saxon gardener George Meister, some hundred years earlier. Meister came
to Batavia (now Jakarta) with the Dutch East India Company to create a
large garden and a nursery for Dr. Cleyer, who, as commander of the
commercial fleet, came to Japan with Meister in 1682-1684 and 1685-1687.
George Meister was thus the first German to set foot on Japanese soil in
order to collect plants and seeds. When in 1687 he left Batavia for
Amsterdam he carried a huge load of seeds of over 500 different native
plants, a few living plants and a very large number of herbarium specimens.
From his experience as a gardener and descriptions of plants he had
encountered, he published a book in Dresden in 1692 under the title Der
Orientalisch-Indianische Kunst und Lust-Gärtnern (“Oriental-Indian art and
pleasure gardener”). In a chapter entitled Japponische Baumschule (“Japanese
nurseries”), he describes a wood, giving a Japanese name to a plant "Fanna
Nyfunschyn". He adds, “This plant is a kind of Snowball that can be found here in Japan in several
kinds: 1. A white one, as in Europe, 2. a brick-red one, like that of Batavia, 3. A yellow one, 4. A sky
blue one. All of them are extraordinary ornaments for the pleasure garden.” One might speculate,
either that Meister was describing the hydrangea as 'Snowball' (Viburnum) exactly as Thunberg did later,
or else was grouping Viburnum and Hydrangea together under the same species. The additional indication of the blue colour of one of the four kinds shows that he was almost definitely talking about a
hydrangea.
Engelbert Kaempfer (1651-1716)
Born in Lemgo, he first studied Philosophy and History in Danzig, then Philosophy and Medicine in
Thorn, Cracow and Konigsberg, then attending the Swedish University of
Uppsala in 1681. After a number of trips to Russia and Persia, he enlisted
in 1688 as a doctor on board a Dutch East India Company ship bound for
Batavia. From 1690 to 1692 he worked as the doctor of the Dutch trading
post on the artificial island of Dejima, facing Nagasaki. The collection of
plants was permitted by the Japanese authorities, and as he had to go to
the court of the Shogun in Edo, he was able to collect together a considerable quantity of plants. In 1694 he returned to his home town of Lemgo,
where he was able to work on his collections and write a book:
Amoenitatum Exoticarum ('Exotic Beauties'). Initially, Kaempfer's work was
barely recognized in Germany. The greater part of his legacy was bought
in 1723 and 1725 by the king of England's personal physician, the avid
collector Sir Hans Sloane (1660-1753).
Translated and published, his writings were to appear in English, Dutch,
French and German editions... Kaempfer described hydrangeas, among
other plants, but he mistakenly put them in the genus Sambucus (elderberry). From Siebold's description in the "Flora Japonica", this is in fact
"Adsai" (transcribed by Siebold as "Azisai"). This is the Japanese common
name for the garden 'lace cap' hydrangea (H. macrophylla). In
the National Herbarium of the Netherlands in Leiden, there
is an example that can, without error, be attributed to
Kaempfer. On the right side is a label bearing the abbreviation "Kaempf.854". In fact on page 854 of the second part
of his book Amoenitatum Exoticarum he described a hydrangea with the Japanese name of "Te Mariqua" as a Sambucus
rosea. This is actually the Hydrangea serrata (Thunb.) SER., that
we know today.
The rest of this article will appear in the next issue of this Journal
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Reflowering cultivars
& Shamrock Awards
HYDRANGEAS WITH A SECOND FLOWERING:
THE WINNERS

‘Amsterdam’

‘Athen’

‘Mirai’

‘Pink & Pretty’

‘Sayoko San’

2011 was a particularly interesting year for observing which hydrangeas in the collection tend to produce a second crop of flowers. In fact, although the
first flowering was delayed by a prolonged winter, a
seemingly never-ending late season allowed us to
identify the plants that have the greatest tendency
to produce a second flowering. We have marked
obvious champions with an asterisk *.
Hybrids of H. xserratophylla :
'Albrechtsburg' * (Nieschütz)
'Amsterdam' (Rampp)
'Athen' (Rampp)
'Bodensee' * (continuous flowering) (Brugger)
'Blue Earth' (Rampp)
'Colonel Durham' (Wezelenburg)
'Danube Bleu' (Gyselinck)
'Doris' * (Kuters)
'Draps Wonder' (early-flowering) (Draps)
'Elbtal' (Nieschütz)
'Emotion' (Irie)
'Fisher's Silberblau' (Fischer)
'Hobella' (Hofstede)
'Hopaline' * (Hofstede)
'Mme Emile Mouillère' * (Mouillère)
'La Marne' * (late-flowering) (Mouillère)
'Merkur' * (Brugger)
'Mirai' * (early-flowering and continuous) (Yatabe)
'Nanping' (Eveleens)
'Pink n' Pretty' * (Van Huylenroeck)
'Rio Grande' (Rampp)
'R4' * (Rampp)
'Rosengarten' * (Nietschütz)
'Sayoko San' (Sakamoto)
'The Bride' (Dirr)
'Thomas Hogg' (Hogg)
'Ticino' (Bosse)

SHAMROCK AWARDS (DS), 2011

Distinctions Shamrock (DS) are awarded to relatively little-known plants that
deserve to be widely distributed.
H. anH. angustipetala BSWJ3543
This plant was discovered at Taipingsham,
in northern Taiwan, by Bleddyn and Sue
Wynn-Jones.

H. serrata ‘Ai Hime’

H. ‘Rosengarten’

H. macrophylla :
'Eric Pellerin' * (Pellerin)
'Hanabi' (Yamamoto)
'Otaksa' * (von Siebold)
‘Eric Pellerin’

‘Nanping’

‘The Bride’

H. serrata et hybrides :
'Beni Gaku'
'Fuji-no-Taki' (Katsumata)
N.B.: The effects of global warming mean that we
may expect flowering to take place about a month
earlier than in the past. This
gives plants with a second flowering the chance to flower again in September, and even to
remain in flower until the first frosts.

‘Shamrock’

‘Passion’

‘Colonel Durham’
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Plants that keep attractive
late-season colours (a
worthwhile extra for dried
flower arrangements):
‘Colonel Durham’ (Wezelenburg)
'Endless Summer' (Dirr)
'Xian' (Eveleens)
'Shamrock' (C. Mallet)
'Passion' (Irie)
'Together' (Irie)

2011 Expeditions
and recently discovered wild plants
Report of an expedition to southern China
in October 2011, by Ozzie Johnson.

Early October 2011 myself, Scott McMahan also
from Georgia, and Dan Hinkley from Indianola,
Washington traveled to Southern China into

Chongqing Municipa-lity and Guizhou
Province.Wehoped to observe new, interesting areas
and flora in relatively undisturbed locales and at

elevations that would approximate our climate
zones.
We have become accustomed seeing H y d r a n g e a s t r i gosa a t t h e l o w e r e l e v a t i o n s o f S o u t h w e s t e r n C h i n a ' s

mountains and as we climbed Jinfo Shan's south side
this was again the case.As we ascended H. aspera, H .
aspera subsp v i l l o s a, several other species yet to be
identified and a unfamiliar species, H. xanthoneura

were encountered. The latter plant, H. xanthoneura,
was growing as large old trees sometimes over 30cm
at the base rising to 3-4 m in height, as well as
younger shrubs. Moving further south into Guizhou
Province among the shrubs and vines encountered
were Hydrangea longipes, H.aspera subsp. v i l l o s a,

H. anomala subsp. anomala, and Schizophragma
i n t e g r i f o l i a. The most interesting and gratifying
sighting of the trip for me was my first encounter
with Hydrangea paniculata in China on the upper
elevations of Fanjing Shan. Ranging in height from 2
to 3 m , many plants were just beginning to flower
in mid October with pristine white panicles.There
were of course a number of mystery hydrangeas that
await the long process of identification and
we will keep you informed.
H . x a n t h o n e u r a belongs to the
Heteromallae sub-section, as do H. panicul a t a and H. heteromalla . In nature, all these
plants g row as large bushes, or even small
t rees. Leaves are oval, more or less elong ated, g labrous or with stif f hair s. T he
ovar y is semi-superior. T he inf lorescences
of H . x a n t h o n e u ra are of more or less
convex f lat shape, and contain both fertile
and sterile f lowe r s. (Photo taken in the 'Shamrock'

H. paniculata: upper: general view of
the site, lower: inflorescences.

H. xanthoneura: a trunk
of impressive size

Collection)
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2011 Expeditions
and recently discovered wild plants
A note on BSWJ 3543* by Bleddyn and Sue Wynn-Jones
Thank you for informing us of the progress of one of our Hydrangea collections. We have not had the opportunity to grow that collection in our garden (too many hydrangeas), but please do look at the attached image of one
that we have. 3487b has been growing outside here for some years now, but
it does seem to prefer some more sun. Is it not hardy for you?
By all means do give 3543 a cultivar name, I would suggest Taipingshan,
but I have already allocated the name to an H. aspera Kawakamii. I have
attached an image of H. aspera subsp. robusta which has blue fertile flowers, we collected it in Vietnam.
The taxonomist who accompanied me to Vietnam this
last autumn is of the opinion that what we have been
listing as H. kwangsiensis is H. indochinensis and
just to completely confuse everyone, what we have
been listing as H. indochinensis is H. davidii. He is
also convinced that many of the plants we see in the
Fansipan area are hybrids with Dichroa.

Notes by Corinne Mallet:
* see photo in the article “Shamrock Awards”
1: syn. H. Kawakamii HAYATA
2: syn. H. robusta HOOKER F. & THOMSON
3: confusion unlikely since H. indochinensis belongs to the Macrophyllae
sub-section, whereas H. Davidii belongs to the Petalanthe sub-section.

A remarkable hydrangea collected in Gong Shan
by Maurice Foster (text comunicated by Nick Macer)
This amazing new collection of the subsp. strigosa from the wild
has a wonderful and totally distinctive deep-red reverse to the
typically impressive large hairy foliage. Flowers are wide lacecaps of pale lilac in late summer. A very impressive new introduction and as hardy as the commonly grown H. aspera villosa.
A large deciduous shrub for semishade.www.panglobalplants.com/plantes-for-sale
Note by Corinne Mallet: 1: syn. H. strigosa REHDER / 2: syn. H. villosa REHDER
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Shamrock

events

There are two unmissable
hydrangea festivals this year!
The Hydrangea International Symposium,
organized by producers and breeders of
hydrangeas in Angers. This meeting (the
last took place in 2007 in Ghent) will be
held on 5 and 6 July 2012. All hydrangea
lovers, whether horticultural professionals or
simply amateurs, are invited to register to
participate in this unique event
(see p.20).
"2000 Hydrangeas for 'Shamrock'", to be
held on 28 and 29 April 2012 in
Varengeville. Note the presence this year of
the Avettes nurseries, who specialize in
honey-producing plants and shade plants
associated with hydrangeas. Their website:
www.pepinieredesavettes.com. If you are
willing to lend us a hand with this event,
whether for installation, sale or removal,
please let us know.
A l e t t e r f ro m L a n d s c h l o s s
This afternoon we christened Katrin Meinl's new cultivar: H. 'Gräfin Cosel', after the mistress of Augustus the Strong who founded the park of Pillnitz. The
plant is beautiful in colour, but Katrin confirmed to me that it will be produced strictly for florists. In this regard, the beautiful black-stemmed plant we saw
over several consecutive years and whose name should be H. 'Zuschendorf' probably will not be put into production because the stems are too tall for the
florists' market. I was able to meet Herr Kühn and his family: wife, daughter and granddaughters. They are all very charming, and I was glad to introduce
them to 'Shamrock' and its international dimension.
Two plants from Ullmann caught my attention: The HOVARIA series cultivar 'Sweet Fantasy', with mottled sepals that have a central pink line, and a goodsized prototype codenamed 'BlauZahn', a plant with very blue sepals, very serrated and very finely chiselled.
Matthias Riedel's exhibition is of remarkable quality. Since the autumn, Matthias has been doing an extraordinary job of research, going to Leiden to
consult the archives of Von Siebold. He has photographed all Siebold's documents and herbaria of plants. Similarly, he has recovered Siebold's books in
Erfurt. He intends gradually to make this superb work available to enthusiasts.
I was able to speak to Katrin Meinl about Hydrangea 2012 in Angers. All of them are very interested and I hope Frau Riedel can persuade Matthias to
come. You will be receiving from Katrin cuttings of H. 'Lilienstein', and from the real one, too, because there is a counterfeit on the market that is really
just H. 'Libelle', Katrin explained to me.
Bernard Schumpp

To contact us:

Illustrations in this number

Association des Amis de la Collection d'Hydrangea “Shamrock”
(or : Association “Shamrock”) route de l'Église, 76119
Varengeville-sur-Mer, France
tel : (00 33)2 35 85 14 64
Email : shamrock76@wanadoo.fr
Web site : www.hortensias-hydrangea.com
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