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The articles in this journal are published
u n d e r t h e i r a u t h o r s ' r e s p o n s i b i l i t y.

As we finally come out of the wettest autumn and winter that the
Collection has ever seen (which has disrupted planning and execution of
our spring work), let's hope that when you read these lines we will all be
enjoying better weather.
The many activities in 2012 that you can read about in this edition of our
Journal are a sign of the growing interest people have these days in the
Hydrangea genus, with its species and many cultivars, both new and
old. We can now confidently predict that it will prove to be the plant of
the 21st century.
As far as the Collection is concerned, our reputation continues to grow.
In addition to a number of publications and broadcasts during the past
year, Shamrock is to be included in a special 16-page booklet, printed in
15,000 copies, on the top five gardens in the Dieppe-Maritime area; this
will help all those who love our territory to promote its exceptional wealth
in floral and landscape parks and gardens.
One particular fact emerges: while, ever since the beginning, we have
always propagated the plants in the
collection, and have thus been engaged in typically agricultural activities,
we are now better able to organize
this essential activity. Our sales of
young cuttings in trays, of the kind
we present at Courson, are going to
continue, and will be added to the
sale of layers, taken in early spring,
which we produce in large quantities
every year.
Our successes should not, however,
mask our Society's precarious financial situation, which barely covers
our annual operating costs. The participation of all our members, both
financially through their subscriptions
and physically through the work they
contribute, remains essential to the
survival of this wonderful garden,
born out of a collection of worldwide
importance.

H . K a w a k a m i i ‘ MA R T I N E’

Activities of the Society and Other News
AWARDS OF THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY (RHS)
In the latest edition of their magazine “The Garden”, the RHS has undertaken a full review
of its past awards of prizes to plants in the form of the famous label "AGM" (Award of
Garden Merit).
The selection criteria are as follows:
Excellence for ordinary use in appropriate conditions (cultivar or selection that is
superior to others for its flowering, in number and duration, scent, colour, shape or other
significant features).
Market presence
Of good constitution (the plant must be recognized as being healthy by nature)
Stable shapes and colours (it should correspond to its description)
Reasonably resistant to disease and insect pests.
32 cultivars (only!) of the Hydrangea genus have kept their AGM label. RHS Members can
consult the whole list free on www.rhs.org.uk /agmplants.

New members 2012

We are very happy to w elc ome the
fol lowing new members
Catherine BRUNNER
Daniel BARRÉ
Stéphane BRUGÈRE-TRÉLAT
Jean-Baptiste & Lisette CAVROIS
Jocelyne DELTEIL
Jean DUFROY
Christophe & Catherine EMBERGER
Charlie GIRARDEAU-PONSOT
Arnaud GUILLLUY
Craig & Eugenia HAMMIT
Jean-Claude & Marie-Angèle HANRIOT
Marianne JULIA-SMITH
Pascal & Françoise LE BOURTHE
Gérard LE SAUX
Marc LIBERT
Jean-Baptiste & Elisabeth RENARD
Christine RENAUD
Elvira & Meinhardt RÖDER
Astrid VERSPIEREN

THANKS for 2012
The Association thanks all members and non-members who
have helped to make the past year another good one for the
Shamrock Collection, including everybody who took part in
preparation and visitor reception for our annual event
“2000 hydrangeas for Shamrock” (2012 Edition), starting
with Bérengère de Bodinat and Bruno Blanckaert for once
again welcoming us to their home, “Casanova”, but also
Patrick Gellet, Gilbert Baudoin, Jean-Marie Dauchez and
Cécile Baudelaire. Thanks as well to all those who provided
plants for this event: André Diéval, Kees Eveleens, Didier
B o o s , L i o n e l C h a u v i n , H e n r i M e r c i e r , E t i e n n e L e m e s l e ( To u s
a u J a r d i n ) , H e n r i G u y o m a r d ( t h e “ L a Tr a v e r s e ” e d u c a t i o n a l
c e n t r e ) , M a r i o n a n d C é d r i c B a s s e t ( L e s Av e t t e s n u r s e r y )
a n d , p a r t i c u l a r l y, J e a n R e n a u l t ; a l s o M i c h e l B r u n e t w h o h e l p e d w i t h t r a n s p o r t . T h a n k y o u t o t h e “ L a Tr a v e r s e ” e d u c a tional centre and its students, who helped with the upkeep
of the collection. Several planting sessions took place
thanks to Jean-Pierre Péan, Pierre Courquin, Jean-Marie
Rouet and Christiane Le Scanff; the latter two members
c a m e e v e r y Tu e s d a y a l l t h r o u g h t h e s p r i n g , s u m m e r a n d
autumn for the thorough weeding of all the beds: a huge
task. The following members contributed in various capacities: Bernard Schumpp (publishing the Index, organizing
the Symposium in Angers and our stand at Courson, naming
ceremony with Stéphane Marie, and visits to national and
international exhibitions), Andre Diéval (rescuing endangered plants and naming new ones), Hélène Béréhouc (propagating endangered plants), Josiane and Henri Lamache (travel arrangements and public relations), Isabelle and
Michaël Potel (conservation), Roger Dinsdale (research and
writing articles), Sophie Le Berre (Japanese-French translation), Pierre Le Claire (photo-journalism, article), Philippe
P i c h e r i t ( I T s u p p o r t ) , a n d G h i s l a i n e L e G a l l d u Te r t r e ( d e l i cious meals at the Piment Bleu). On several occasions the
following came to help us with logging, heavy-duty weeding and dead-heading, among other things: Andre Dieval,
Galia and Raymond Guillaume, Henri and Josiane Lamache,
Nicole Hagneré, Daniel Kuszak, Christiane and Jean-Marie
Rouet, Christiane Le Scanff and Jeanne Pavie. Many thanks,
too, to our foreign correspondents: in the USA: Jean Astrop,
O z z i e J o h n s o n , a n d Ly n d e n M i l l e r ; a n d i n E u r o p e : M a u r i c e
F o s t e r , R o g e r D i n s d a l e , H a r r y v a n Tr i e r a n d Ya n O p r i n s ; a s
well as media correspondents who have helped us: Isabelle
C a d d ( S t é p h a n e B e r n ' s p r o g r a m m e o n F r e n c h n a t i o n a l T V:
“Comment ça va bien”) Isabelle Lebrun (of the France-Bleue
r a d i o s t a t i o n ) , M a r i a n e L o i s o n , L o r i l e e M a l l e t , Yv e s
Marchandain and Juliet Roberts.
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Tribute to Robert de Bosmelet
All those of us who knew Robert will deeply regret his passing - unexpected and
much too soon. He was the very first president of Shamrock, and followed us
through thick and thin. We'll all greatly
miss his humour, intelligence and culture.
He was a great friend to our Association,
and also showed me great personal kindness on many occasions.
Among many activities connected to his
quintessentially Anglo-French personality,
I particularly remember the time the BBC
broadcast their radio programme
“Gardeners' Question Time” from the
Château de Bosmelet. “GQT”, one of the
oldest programmes on the BBC, has been
broadcast since 1947; every week a panel
of experts astonishes a live audience
(usually a gardening club) with their erudition. This was one of the only occasions
when this programme was broadcast from
outside the United Kingdom, and this time
it included an interview with Robert in
which he presented the famous Rainbow
Kitchen Garden and his beloved avenue of
lime trees.
All our sympathy goes to Laurence, Elodie
and Gentien. He will remain forever with
us in our hearts.
Bryan Woy

The hydrangeas of James Murray Grant
by Roger Dinsdale
Born in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, in 1890, James Grant started his gardening career in
1905 and in 1912 he joined the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh (RBGE) as a gardener in training. He was in good company; his fellow students included Robert Keir, who became the Head
Gardener in charge of the world famous collection of Rhododendrons at Tower Court, Ascot,
now planted in the Valley Gardens in the Great Park at Windsor and Frank Knight (RHS Victoria
Medal of Honour) who became the Director of the Royal Horticultural Society's garden at
Wisley, Surrey.
Grant went on to work for Osgood MacKenzie at the famous Scottish Highland coastal
garden of Inverewe (created in the late 1800s and famous for its rhododendrons) before
moving to Surrey to take charge of the great collection at Grayswood Hill, Haslemere, Surrey.
His work here was recognised by the RHS in the late 1940s when he became an Associate of
Honour (AH).
Grayswood Hill Garden
Grayswood Hill House was built in the 1870s for local landowner John Bacon. It was not
until the property came into the ownership of Mr. Benjamin Ellis Coates Chambers in 1880,
however, that the great garden of Grayswood Hill started to take shape. Michael HaworthBooth in his 1971 book 'The Flowering Shrub Garden':
'One of the most splendid shrub and tree gardens in this country was planted by a retired
china merchant who was aged and ailing when he started. His friends.....counselled him to
plant subjects that would give a quick return but he refused to consider any such idea. He was
enjoying, he said, planting the garden as perfectly as possible with all the most beautiful trees
and shrubs in the world. ..... Day by day, stomping up and down the slopes looking at his
plants, he grew better and better and twenty years later, when the last unflowered Magnolia
opened its great flowers for the first time, old Mr. Chambers sat happily watching them unfold.'
Unfortunately, Haworth-Booth does not name the garden but there is evidence that it is,
indeed, Grayswood Hill. And it would be the same Mr. Chambers who brought us Hydrangea
serrata 'Grayswood', a variety introduced from Japan around 1881.
In 1969, the well-known gardener and broadcaster, Percy
Thrower, visiting Grayswood Hill for
his BBC2 gardening programme,
'Gardeners World', said he thought
that Grayswood Hill had the finest
collection of specimen trees in the
country. The garden has given its
name to several other plants over
the years including two Betula, several Chamaecyparis, a Pieris, a
Rhododendron and a Cistus.

H. ‘Grayswood’
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The hydrangeas of James Murray Grant
Grant's Hydrangeas
Haworth-Booth mentions in 'The Hydrangeas' that Grant sowed seeds of Hydrangeas
'Grayswood' and 'Bluewave' about 1936 but does not go on to attribute Grant's two hydrangeas
to this sowing. Indeed, if the RHS Horticultural Database is to be believed, Grant bred only
one, since it states that 'Grant's Choice' and 'James Grant' are synonymous.
The Van Gelderen's 'Encyclopaedia of Hydrangeas', on the other hand, states that the
Research Station in Boskoop has detected minor differences that point to there being two separate but very similar plants. The Shamrock Collection has both plants which Robert Mallet describes as follows: 'Grant's choice' is a lovely pink large-sepalled lacecap (sourced from Peter
Chappell and De Belder) while 'James Grant' (from Halecat Nursery, Witherslack, Cumbria, UK)
looks very much like 'Stourton Lace' of the Bullivants. The two plants are totally different,
'James Grant' being a white-greenish lacecap'. Head Gardener at Grayswood Hill, Mark
Harding, also confirmed colour differences during flowering. This poses the question: can we
be sure that any given comparison of two cultivars purporting to be 'James Grant' and 'Grant's
Choice' are, indeed, the two cultivars that Grant bred?
Confirmation that there are two
different plants comes from James
Grant's son (also named James
Grant and also the Head Gardener at
Grayswood Hill following the retirement of his father in 1960). In a
telephone conversation with him in
late 2009 he explained to me that
his father was a keen experimenter
and made a sowing of hydrangea
seeds (parentage unknown) during
the war years in the period when
Grayswood Hill was occupied by the
Royal Navy. From that sowing, four
plants were thought to look promising. The favourite was named
'James Grant' whilst the other three
were fairly similar and it was decided
to select just one to grow on.
Despite seeking the opinions of colleagues, including Frank Knight, no
agreement was reached on which
was the best, so Grant eventually
made the choice himself - literally
'Grant's Choice'.

H. ‘James Grant’

Acknowledgements:
Archives of the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh.
'Scottish Forestry' (Royal Scottish Forestry Society, 1984)
Mark Harding, Head Gardener at Grayswood Hill Garden.
References:
1: Journal of the Royal Horticultural Society, 1953:
“Hydrangea serrata 'Grayswood' A.M. August 10, 1948. A
variety introduced from Japan by the late Mr. Chambers of

H. ‘Grant’s Choice’

Grayswood Hill about sixty years ago.”
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Growing H. serrata
by Jean-Pierre Péan
I have long been an unconditional fan of H. serrata. It is true that having the Shamrock collection nearby, in which
I have been able to invest beyond my own small garden, has given me the opportunity to deepen my knowledge of these
wonderful plants. My visits to other specialized gardens and the observations of such friends as Marie-Claude David
(Annabelle Garden, Rainans) or Galia Guillaume (in the Belgian Ardennes) have reinforced or sometimes supplemented my
understanding of this species and its many subspecies and hybrids.
The very unusual winter of 2011-2012 was an opportunity to make some particular observations. Indeed, the very mild
autumn of 2011, which went on until the end of January, triggered an early start of tender new growth; all of which received
a horrible shock with the arrival of extremely cold weather in February. Some plants at Shamrock, especially those directly
exposed to the easterly winds, did not survive. Others, such as H. ssp angustata, collected by Corinne Mallet on Mount Fuji,
were not affected. The whole 'Blue Bird' series, and their many seedlings, although in the full blast of the wind, performed
well. But hybrids of H. serrata and H. luteovenosa (so useful for the drought resistance they inherit from H. luteovenosa) suffered greatly, especially 'Iyo-no-Samidare'.
The question then arose of pruning these damaged plants; a question linked to that of pruning H. serrata in general. For
some plants, H. 'Intermedia' for instance, completely dry dead branches occur almost every year, leading us naturally to cut
them off at the base. It is a more delicate decision whether to cut some branches that are not yet quite dead, but obviously
affected by age, as with H. 'Kurohime'. In this case, cutting them back half way along is an option when new young shoots
can be observed at mid-height. Some plants such as H. 'Preziosa' respond very well to this type of pruning (according to
Galia). Following last winter and the one we are experiencing at the moment, our experiments and observations are continuing.
But beginners in growing H. serrata should remember the fundamentals. H. serrata are mountain plants, from a maritime climate. They therefore are hardy require certain well-defined biotopes:
- well-drained soil (wet or heavy soils should be avoided)
- acid or at least neutral soil; very acid soils work wonders
- a luminous environment, similar to a woodland clearing, without direct sunlight during the hottest hours of the day. In addition, a little sun will give a beautiful colouring to the leaves in some H. serrata. Too much shade is harmful and limits flowering.
- frequent watering (humidity close to 90% in the Japanese mountains) but only in small quantities, otherwise there is a risk
of root rot.
To compensate for a biotope that does not meet these specifications, the answer lies in mulching. Beside the fact that mulching, by keeping the ground cool, will prevent plants growing too vigorously when there are warm conditions in early spring
(according to Henri Desjonquères), mulch will conserve this coolness and strengthen the plants against sun and drying
winds, from which they must in any case be protected (particularly continental easterly winds). In addition, if you use freshly
cut grass clippings in relatively thin layers (10 cm maximum) as mulch, it will bring acidity and coolness to your soil, and as
a bonus it will discourage the growth of weeds. And it's free. Our experience with this at Shamrock provides conclusive evidence.
Other hazards they must be protected from include, firstly, competition from the roots of other plants (birch, ash, elm, hazel,
hawthorn, and even harmless-looking common garden plants such as forsythia). Keep them at a distance. Another danger
that Galia Guillaume tells us about, in her garden in the Belgian Ardennes, comes from the slugs that attack young shoots in
February. The leaves that have accumulated at the base of the plant harbour these harmful creatures, so they should be
removed; or trap the slugs with beer...
Finally, the question arises of feeding the plants.
At the time of planting you can already use, for example, geranium compost (which, unlike peat, which must be avoided at
all costs, has a very useful water-retaining capacity, a pH of under 7 and contains a little well-balanced fertilizer). Liquid bio
fertilizer for pelargoniums is also recommended. Well-rotted cow manure (not horse) is very acidic and would be helpful, but
not too often (once every 3 to 4 years). The application of manure does, however, tend to increase the risk of honey fungus
(and encourages moles, who come to find the earthworms), but if it is applied in a mulch mixed in with leaves, composted or
not, it should not cause problems.
Ultimately, the beauties brought to us by H. serrata are likely to continue surprising us, as new plants from Japan or bred
from seedlings in Europe are constantly being announced. It is well worth making the effort of growing these wonderful plants.
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Press and media review
Trad's Diary
Trad's Diary has been a monthly fixture for many gardeners since June 1975, when the first issue of The Garden appeared. It was, and is, written by Hugh Johnson,
who as Editorial Director had created the new magazine out of the old Journal of the Horticultural Society. Today's readers would hardly recognize the modest mag of
the '70s.
The Shamrock Collection
3 September 2012
It's tempting to infer from their name that they love water - and indeed they do (although 'hydrangea' means 'water jar' and refers to their cup-shaped fruit).
They have certainly loved this summer's rain, and been more bounteous in flower than ever, in my experience, before.
For total immersion in hydrangeas there is nowhere on earth like the curiously-named Shamrock Collection, the French National collection created by
Robert and Corinne Mallet at Varengeville, just west of Dieppe. The Mallet family is famous for another garden in Varengeville, Le Bois des Moutiers, plunging towards the sea from one of Edwin Lutyens' most inspired country houses. Hydrangeas play their part here, under giant cedars around fern-fringed
pools, alongside rhododendrons and flowering dogwoods, maples and oaks.
But across the village, in the Shamrock garden, they reign supreme. Why Shamrock? Because its creators made three trips to Ireland in the1990s, collecting
old hydrangea varieties that might have been lost on the continent. Illogical as it sounds, the Irish symbol stuck to their hydrangea collection.
There is a pleasing unity about this genus, varied as it is. Unity of form; the starburst, whether into a simple mop or somethingmuch more elaborate; and
colour - anywhere white through pink of all shades to not-quite red and all shades of purple. But nothing on the orange side of the spectrum. They can be
hefty plants with thrustingplumes, like the paniculatas, or as delicate as Japanese dolls, with intricate frilly details. There are matt petals and petals that
seem to sparkle; big glossy leaves and tiny serrated ones. Yet somehow they all clearly say Hydrangea.
The Mallets planned their five acres of woodland to give them partial shade but avoid competing with their roots by the ingenious resource of planting paulownias. Paulownias root deep and have big leaves. They also flower in spring. They planted buddleias, too, but the show is all Hydrangea, in July and
August a sight to wonder at.
GARTENART (January 2012)
Eine Fahrt durch Normandie
"... Discovered by chance by whoever is lucky enough to find it, the hydrangea collection of the Shamrock Garden in Varengeville sur mer (apart from the fact that it is
the largest collection of the Hydrangea genus in the world) is a gem that is hard to find even if you are already in the area! “
Informations Dieppoises (27/4/12) (27 April 2012) “The Shamrock Association holds its annual sale”
Paris-Normandie (8 August 2012) “An avalanche of colours”
Gartenreiseführer Normandie (DVA, 2012)
L'Art des Jardins (special number 2013) “30 years of garden creation”
TELEVISION
« Comment ça va bien ? » - Series with the very popular Stéphane Bern on French national TV: Isabelle Cadd and Jean-René Chapron visited the garden, and the
programme was broadcast on 28 September, the day before the last weekend we were open to the public.

Unusual!

This extraordinary picture shows the nuptial flight preparations of male ants, who have elected the hydrangea
'Madame Emile Mouillère' as a launching pad. This photo
was taken by our friend and member André Dieval; we
thank him for the poetry of this image.

Photo André Dieval ©
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Look at 'Daruma' with another eye
Pierre Le Claire
Have you planted 'Daruma' in your garden yet? No? Then what follows will give
you the desire, even the compulsion, to own this little Hydrangea paniculata ssp.
yezoensis, introduced in Europe in 1989 by the Bulk nursery in Boskoop, Holland. Very
compact, this little wonder, just a metre and a half tall, produces flowers from late May /
early June on the previous year's wood; so be careful how you prune it.
At a lecture given in September 2006 at Wisley, Robert Mallet described Hydrangea
paniculata ssp. yezoensis as plants from northern Japan (introduced by Sargent in
1893) with distinct characters: the earliness of their flowering period: for example
Hydrangea paniculata var. praecox in mid-June; the Japanese call them Ezo-NoriUtsugi; they bloom on the growth of the previous year; their height does not exceed 2m;
and, finally, the inflorescence, although a panicle, is so compact that it ends up looking
like a flat inflorescence. H. paniculata 'Daruma' also belongs to this subspecies.
They are, I can tell you, a joy for small gardens and patios, in full sun, or in partial shade
for a longer flowering period. You will discover that, even if the Japanese make tobacco
pipes with 'Daruma' roots (according to the late great Master Yamamoto Sensei), the
rest of this article rises well above the level of these roots!
Where does the name 'Daruma' or 'Daruma Noriutsugi' come from? Perhaps from the
small size and compact habit of this paniculata: indeed, in Japan, Daruma is one of the
many symbolic dolls - Gosho, Hina, Musha, Chimatsu, Kamo, Kokeshi and so on - which
accompany Japanese life. But, more probably, the meaning of the words “nori” and
“utsugi” gives a serious indication: The Kawashima index, partially translated by Sophie
Le Berre, associates the words "nori utsugi" to H. paniculata and that of "utsugi" to
Deutzia and Philadelphus. "Nori" is glue or starch, because sap (or sapwood) was used
in the manufacture of washi, traditional Japanese paper.
But the two words together - "noriutsugi" - mean "hollow stem", which is the case, from
a botanical point of view, for Deutzia. Another translation, given by Marie-Claude David,
defines "Utsugi": "Utsu-ki" means wood that is struck (Utsu: to strike, to knock). Deutzia
wood is extremely hard, and is used to make dowelling pegs. But also: "Utsu-ki": hollow
tree. (Utsu or utsuro: empty, hollow), which confirms Sophie Le Berre's interpretation.
From the same source, Claude Peronny (plantes-du-japon.fr) translates thus: å– ãÛ ñÿ
NORIUTSUGI = Norinoki = Sabita: Hydrangea paniculata: literal translation: “glue deutzia”. (The flowers of these hydrangeas resemble those of Deutzia crenata). Claude
Peronny further specifies the plant's use: ornamental, craft (formerly deutzia wood was
used to make ritual objects: "u-Tsue", sticks, or "u-Zuchi", mallets, with which one would
hit the ground to keep away evil spirits), but also the manufacture of wood pulp: the
inner bark (sapwood) is used to make paper glue. To infer from this that the sap or the
pulp of a nori utsugi (H. paniculata) has been used in the past to make the paper pulp
for Daruma dolls is just one step, which I am happy to take.

H. paniculata ssp. yezoensis ‘Daruma’,
inflorescence and plant.

Daruma dolls are spherical and self-righting, with red bodies and white faces without
pupils; they are made of papier-mâché and sold by Buddhist temples. They are supposed to bring good luck and give you courage to achieve your objectives. Most often, the
day of the Japanese New Year, one eye is painted on the doll corresponding to an
objective; when that goal is reached, the second eye is painted on. This gives rise to a
ceremony in each temple: Daruma dolls with two eyes are burned, and obviously each
temple refuses to burn a Daruma that it has not made itself! The monks keep a close
eye on all these eyes!
The Daruma doll represents Bodhidharma, an Indian monk who came to China to
spread the teachings of Buddhism. The legend says he spent nine long years meditating, sitting in front of a cave entrance before reaching enlightenment, which caused him
to lose the use of his limbs . The legend also says that he fell asleep during his meditation, and that awakening, unhappy at having dozed off, he cut off his eyelids and threw
them on the ground, from which point the first green tea plants grew.

A Daruma doll

So there - now I'm convinced that you will look at your 'Daruma' with another eye! And when you plant it, why not set yourself a
goal, which, let's hope, will be realized at its next flowering?

Thanks to Sophie Le Berre, Marie-Claude David, Claude Peronny, Jean-Pierre Péan, Corinne Mallet and Robert Mallet, for their valuable assistance in preparing this article.
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From our Members
by Daniel Kuszak

The End of the World...

I don't know about you, but I think I've experienced the end of the world. Okay, it didn't take place on the date
they announced; it took an abnormally long time and... I'm still here to talk about it. All the same ...
With downpours, torrents, and nothing but ceaseless, relentless rain for over ten days; it seemed like an apocalyptic
flood, with the garden turned into a swamp and the house into Noah's ark. The building had never been subjected to
this before and we had to scoop out and sponge up with mops and floor cloths every three hours, day and night. Mininights of snatching a bit of sleep on the couch, a few steps away from the basement, with waterproofs at the ready so
we could quickly evacuate all the overflowing water into the ditch beside the road.
Anxiety (When will it stop? Will it ever stop?), but also frustration (apart from the lack of sun and light in general, it
was impossible to carry out any work in the garden or the wood).
It was an end of the world lasting six days and five nights.
And then... a miracle, on New Year's Day itself, with the sky a long-forgotten blue, a radiant sun bright enough to
make an Egyptian priest go pale, just when we were making the last trip between cellar and ditch with a half-filled bucket in each hand. A few bars of sacred music by Bach, Mozart (Dies Irae from the Requiem!) distilled on the radio
...transcendental heavenly choirs, with the power to raise us to, perhaps bring us closer to ... who knows what?
Half Noah, half Moses, I was rescued from the waters!
How, then, can we not now believe in better days and nights, and in this coming year which, if not happy, will at least
be peaceful?
Today the cellar is dry, the garden has gone back to being a garden, the water table has gone back underground and
I've gone back to being a gardener.
Today I've planted some hydrangeas.
Today, our little Madeleine, born in November (well before the flood), knows nothing of all this. She smiles, in seventh
heaven, even if angels don't exist. Delphine and Thibaut have plenty of time to tell her about her Grandpa's true-false
end of the world. It isn't everybody that has a good old 1914-18 experience like this in their memory.
I'd like to share this kind of miracle with you in 2013. I'd like to see you, too, overwhelmed by such a divine, intangible, blue, such a dazzling sun, such heavenly choirs, such disarming smiles.
And if the end of the world is the absolute sine qua non condition to make this wish come true, I'll take the liberty and the risk - of wishing you a very small end of the world ... an insignificant, tiny, ridiculous end of the world lasting
only a few seconds, in the warm and dry.
You'll discover like me that the end of the world is not an end in itself. You'll find with me that the best thing about the
end of the world is ... the end, when
the almost-nightmare gives way to the
most exquisite, the most wonderful
daydreams.
Affectionately, From Daniel, saved
from the waters, who is no longer draining away water, but all of these emotions ... and Jacqueline, who is tidying
away buckets, mops and floor cloths.
If I'd just drily written “Happy New
Year”, you wouldn't have believed me
and you would have been worried. So
I took the plunge...
Lena and Michael Hickson
It was wonderful to meet you again at Courson earlier this month
Thank you also for your invitation to the baptism of the new Hydrangea paniculata 'Red Diamond', what an amazing colour breakthrough with a much brighter red flower than H. p. 'Pinky Winky' which we grow in our little garden. Who was the seed parent I wonder ? We will have to buy a plant for our garden
next year. (Michael Hickson is former Head Gardener of Knightshayes, Devon)
Communication from Pierre Courquin about 'Thomas Hogg' (see article on this plant in Journal No. 23)
Excerpts from the book by Emile Gallé "L'Amour des Fleurs" :
Account from the Paris Exposition Universelle in 1878:
"Plants for open ground of all kinds" p.115
“It is to this series of open competitions that our Vice-President, Mr. Lemoine, has sent the magnificent Hydrangea 'Thomas Hogg' ..."
“Article by Emile Gallé” p.100
"... open ground shrubs: ... Hydrangea 'Thomas Hogg' and their new variegations, those of Hydrangea floribunda 'Impératrice Eugénie', with large, leaves flamed, ribbed, dotted with golden yellow ..."
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About H. Davidii
by Corinne Mallet

The species type of HYDRANGEA Davidii was collected by Père David in eastern
Ti b e t ( M o u p i n ) i n 1 8 6 9 o r 1 8 7 0 . I t w a s n a m e d b y F r a n c h e t i n 1 8 8 5 , i n h o n o u r o f t h e s a i d
Father Armand David (1826-1900), botanist and collector of this plant. This type is currently preserved at the Museum of Natural History in Paris, and its description appears in
“ L e s N o u v e l l e s a r c h i v e s d u M u s e u m d ' H i s t o i r e N a t u r e l l e d e P a r i s ” , S e r i e s 2 , Vo l u m e 8 ,
1885, in “Plantae Davidianae ex sinarum Imperio, deuxième partie : plantes du Thibet
oriental” by M. A. Franchet, page 227.
HYDRANGEA.
106. - H. DAVIDII, sp. nov.
Frutex tripedalis, ramis gracilibus, hornotinis parce puberulis; folia tenuiter papyracea, oblonga vel oblonge-lanceolata, basi plus minus cuneata, apice caudata,sparse et pr¾sertim ad nervos strigulosa, subtus pallide virentia, supra glaucescentia,marginibus (pr¾ter acumen) argute dentata ; cyma quinque-radiata, feÿe
plana,ramis adpresse strigulosis ; flores radiantes ampli, sepalis tribus albis (siccitate lutescentibus),late
ovatis, integris, in¾qualibus, altero majore; flores fertiles cyanei ; sepala anguste lanceolata, acuta, petalis
triplo breviora ; petala diutius persistentia,fere membranacea, lanceolata, mucronulata, parum patentia,
minime concava ; stamina sub¾qualia, corollam paulo excedentia ; styli trs, ad basin usque liberi ; ovaÿium
semisupeÿum.
Folia 10-15 cent. longa (excluso petiolo 20-30 mill. longo), 2-4 cent. lata.
Moupine, in silvis. FI. Jul. 1869.

Port des formes  feuilles troites de l'Hydrangea hortensis, mais bien distinct par ses fleurs fertiles, qui
rentrent tout  fait dans le type de celles de L'H. hirta Sieb. et Zucc, par ses ptales minces, troits, tout ‹
fait plans et persistant longtemps.(Habit of narrow-leaved forms of Hydrangea hortensis, but distinct by
its fertile flowers, which fall well within the type of those of H. hirta SIEB. & ZUCC by its thin, narrow
petals which are totally flat and persistent for a long time.)

What should retain our attention in
Franchet's description is the mention of the semisuperior ovary in the Latin text and also the commentary in French ending the description, stating
that the fertile flowers are of the same type as those
of H. hirta.
McClintock1 gives H. Davidii as a synonym
of H. scandens spp. chinensis. H. scandens belongs
to the Petalanthe subsection, as do the species
H. hirta, luteovenosa, angustipetala, etc. The
Petalanthe subsection, as described by
D r. M c C l i n t o c k f o l l o w i n g R e h d e r 2 , i n c l u d e s f e a t u r e s
found in all species of this sub-section:
Plants deciduous, erect … unopened inflorescence not
enveloped by involucral floral bracts …Ovary half
superior in both anthesis and fruit: capsules conical at
their apices. ... Seeds not caudate; styles in fruit longer than conical disk of capsule; petals clawed at their
bases.
9

H. Davidii FRANCHET : the herbarium specimen
from the Museum d'Histoire Naturelle in Paris

About H. Davidii
The herbarium specimen of the type, preserved in the
Museum, shows sepals narrowed at their base and half
superior ovaries, with capsules that are conical at their
apex. The seeds are not visible on the type, since the plant
collected was in full flower (anthesis). However, the visible
characteristics gathered together in this plant are those of
all plants in the Petalanthe sub-section.
H. Davidii is therefore indeed a plant belonging to the
Petalanthe sub-section.
Although Dr. McClintock's admirable doctoral dissertation
will always define her as an absolute reference in terms of
hydrangeas, it is regrettable that she often gathered together, under the same name, species of plants that can be
very different in their phenotype, and widely separated in
their distribution. This is the case for H. Davidii, which she
gives as a synonym of H. scandens ssp. chinensis (after H.
chinensis described by Maximowicz 3 ).

H. chinensis MAXIM., the herbarium specimen
from the Museum d'Histoire Naturelle in Paris

H. chinensis bred from a plant collected in the
wild by Maurice Foster

H. Davidii from a Japanese collection.

One might object to this grouping together of H. chinensis MAXIM . and H. Davidii F RANCHET under the same term (H.
scandens ssp. chinensis), in view of their disjunct distribution, and also the colour of the fertile flowers; this is something that Dr. McClintock never takes into account, but that
is a very striking criterion in the Petalanthe subsection.
Indeed, plants of this sub-section always, to my knowledge,
have fertile flowers whose petals are pale, usually white or
yellow. This is the case for all Japanese species (except H.
hirta, which may have variously coloured flowers) and H.
chinensis, whose type is a native of Formosa. However H.
Davidii, which is native to Tibet, bears fertile flowers with
blue petals, as can be seen in the specimen in the Museum
and in the description given by Franchet (flores fertiles cyanei).
My opinion is therefore, in view of the criteria I have listed, that H. chinensis M A X I M . and H. Davidii F R A N C H E T
should be considered as two distinct species.

1 : A monograph of the genus HYDRANGEA, by E. McClintock, in
Proceedings of the California Academy of sciences, Fourth
S e r i e s , Vo l X X I X , N ° 5 , p p . 1 4 7 - 2 5 6 , N o v e m b e r 5 , 1 9 5 7 .
2 : i n P l a n t a e W i l s o n i a n a e , 1 : 3 7 . 1 9 11 .
3 : in Mémoire de l'Académie Impériale des sciences de St
Pétersbourg, série 7, 10(16) : 7. 1867.
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History

of

explorers

on

Dejima

by Marion & Matthias Riedel

(suite de l’article publié dans le n° 23)
Carl Peter Thunberg, Swedish explorer (1743-1828)
Thunberg is to our knowledge the first to officially describe a hydrangea1,
even if he wrongly described it as belonging to the genus Viburnum (our
Snowball Tree). It has now been proved that the botanist Engelbert
Kaempfer and the Saxon gardener George Meister (see Shamrock
Journal No. 23) had found this plant much earlier, even if the latter had
also described this plant as a Snowball Tree, and Kaempfer had placed it
in the genus Sambucus (elderberry).

Thunberg had, even so, been nourished on the nomenclature established
by his master Carl Linnaeus (1707-1778), whose colossal work is still
recognized. In fact, after studying medicine and Naturphilosophie2 at the
University of Uppsala, he produced writings under the direction of
Linnaeus. In 1771, he travelled as a surgeon on a Dutch East India
Company ship with the mission of gathering plants in the Dutch overseas colonies for the Leiden botanical garden. After a protracted collection campaign in South Africa, he arrived in Batavia in 1775. A few
months later (August 1775), he took up the position of surgeon on the
artificial island of Deshima facing Nagasaki. His service was due to end
in November 1776, but with the help of interpreters and Japanese researchers, he was able to collect and describe a large number of plants and
animals, in, for example, his long-awaited trip to Edo.
After his return to Europe, he was appointed in 1784 to the Chair of
Medicine and Naturphilosophie2. The same year he published his "Flora
Japonica" in which he wrote about 1000 species, including 300 that were
hitherto unknown in the West. In this work, Thunberg described the following Hydrangea species:
- H. involucrata Siebold (syn. H. cuspidata (Thunb.) Miq.)
- H. macrophylla (Thunb. ex Murray) Ser. - like a Viburnum macrophyllum
- H. serrata (Thunb.) Ser. - like Viburnum serratum
In the Dutch National Herbarium of Leiden, there is an original specimen from his hand. It is on this basis that we were able to determine the origin of his mistaken attribution of this plant to the Viburnum genus. Confusion with Viburnum opulus comes from the fact that
its wild form has a flattened cyme with decorative flowers on the perimeter while the horticultural
form is a closed ball composed of the same sterile flowers (3). In 1830, Nicolas Charles Seringe resolved the issue by integrating the species name given by Thunberg (V. macrophylla) into the genus name
given by Smith: Hydrangea, to achieve the name Hydrangea macrophylla. Thus was born the present, valid
name given to many of our garden hydrangeas and some of their hybrids.
NOTES
1: In fact he was the first to describe Asian hydrangeas, since Gronovius coined the term HYDRANGEA in 1739, in his Flora Virginiana to refer to a plant collected by John Clayton. Linnaeus
retained the name attached to the specific name "arborescens" to describe HYDRANGEA arborescens which is the type of the HYDRANGEA genus in his Species Plantarum of 1753.
2: the word Naturphilosophie, a German term, has no direct equivalent but can be translated as 'Philosophy of Nature'. "Naturphilosophie is the science of the German Romantics. It is the manifestation
of an alternative to scientism, it challenges the mechanistic and reductionist ... Goethe (who was a contemporary of Thunberg, Ed) must also be mentioned, belonging broadly as he does to that current of thought, if only through his innovative and original work on the metamorphosis of plants (1790) and colours (1810).” Frédéric Lenoir La guérison du Monde, p. 245 (Fayard, 2012)
3. Editor's note: in his defence, legend has it that Thunberg was only able to examine a dried specimen, mixed in with hay he had ordered for his goats.
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An exceptional Courson flower show
To mark the 30th Anniversary of the “Journées de Plantes de Courson”, the HYDRANGEA genus was chosen as the most appropriate to illustrate the vitality of the horticultural profession over the past 30 years.
As one of the very first nurseries (under the name Centre d'Art Floral - CAF) to participate in the first
Courson plant day in 1982, the Shamrock Association, as heir of the CAF, (publisher of Corinne
Mallet's first books in 1994), could not possibly stay away from this event.
Bernard Schumpp and Jean Renault therefore together got down to the task of presenting a choice of
rooted cuttings from a selection of the best cultivars tested at Shamrock; plants which are still hard to
find in nurseries and garden centres. (photos below)
Having acted as patron to the launch of Jean Renault's magnificent selection 'Diamant Rouge', the
Shamrock stand displayed many examples of this plant in full bloom, creating a sensational effect.
Other unusual and rare cultivars were provided by the excellent nursery in Quimper, Brittany, owned by
Hélène Béréhouc-Croizier, one of our members and a friend.
On the neighbouring stand, the new association HW2 presented a selection of plants given by its members, also with great success.
Thank you to Hélène and Patrice Fustier and to Olivier and Patricia Nervaux for opening their doors

Left and lower centre photos: “Shamrock” Association stand
with Bernard Schumpp. Right and upper centre photos:
Stéphane Marie christening the H. paniculata 'Diamant Rouge'
bred by our member Jean Renault, above with Didier Boos,
Guillaume Pellerin and Patrice Fustier and Michael Hickson.

NEW PLANTS 2012
Some hydrangeas presented at Boskoop in 2012
'Mak 20', invented by Tim Wood and protected in the USA by Spring Meadows Nursery and produced in Europe by André van Zoest with the series
"Fair & Flavors" which comes in pink as 'Cotton Candy' and blue as 'Blueberry Cheesecake'. Jean-Paul Davasse has contracted with André van Zoest
to produce them in France. This plant received the Gold Medal at Plantarium.
The plant 'RiePerf' protected in the U.S. and Europe, whose inventor is Ryoji Irie, <http://www.patentgenius.com/inventedby/IieRyojiKyotoJP.html>
(Kyoto, Japan), marketing name 'Perfection', bears sterile florets at three different levels. Bronze medal at Plantarium. Should be part of the 'You &
me' series.
'HAopr12' protected in Europe by Jan Oprins, marketing name 'Hot Chocolate'. This plant belongs to the Asperae sub-section and the undersides of
the leaves are a superb chocolate colour. Bronze Medal at Plantarium. But its hardiness remains to be proven...
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Lady, Frau, Mrs, Madame… what can be done with all
these lovely Muses?
by Bernard Schumpp
Good Lord, don't all these pretty girls drive us crazy!
If we compare all the different names registered in the
U.S., Canada, Europe, and especially Japan, maybe it will
help us come back to our senses.

In my research into the 'Jungfrau' series bred by Shoji
Sakamoto (not quoted here), I discovered another single
'Mrs' plant name. 'Kumiko', which is protected under U.S.
Patent PP006924; 'Mrs Kumiko' is registered in Japan (n°
1612) but is no longer protected.

In fact, we Europeans (Germans, English, French and
Dutch) wrongly confuse plants called 'Frau' and 'Lady';
Render unto Caesar that which is Caesar's.
The plants in the 'Lady' Series - six in number - were bred
by Mototeru Yatabe in the mid 1980s. They are:
'Lady Etsuko'
'Lady Mitsuko'
'Lady Mizuki'
'Lady Sachiko'
'Lady Yoshie'
'Lady Yumi'

Very often, garden centres make mistakes by labelling
'Lady' plants 'Frau', and vice versa, in order to make
names more “local”. Only the plant called 'Sachiko' is a
'Lady' bred by Mototeru Yatabe, and a 'Frau' for Hiroshi
Ebihara. These two really are different plants.
In the American market, in the USA and Canada, some
'Frau' plants may be named 'Angel'.
It is important not to confuse these subtle Japanese geishas with our European Dutch 'Ladies.' These cultivars
with delightful variegations on the edges of their sepals
were bred in Holland by D. Van Der Spek and the most
recent of them are now protected at the UPOV by the firm
Kwekerij Sidaco BV. The list is as follows:
'Sabrina'
'Salsa'
'Samantha'
'Sandra'
'Sara'
'Saskia'
'Selina'
'Selma'
'Shakira'
'Sharona'
'Sheila'
'Sonja'
'Soraya'
‘SABRINA’
'Stella'

Plants in the 'Frau' Series were bred by Hiroshi Ebihara
between 1985 and 2001. The list is as follows:
'Frau Fujiyo'
'Frau Haruko'
'Frau Ikuko',
bred with
Sonoki, Masahiro
'Frau Iseko'
'Frau Katsuko'
'Frau Kinue'
'Frau Machiko'
'Frau Mariko'
'Frau Megumi'
'Frau Momoka'
'Frau New Katsuko'
'Frau Nobuko'
'Frau Ocho'
(or 'Frau Ochô')
'Frau Okimi'
'Frau Otaki'
'Frau Oume'
'Frau Reiko'
'Frau Sachiko'
'Frau Sayoko'
'Frau Sumiko'
'Frau Taiko'
bred with
‘FRAU SUMIKO’
Hishinuma, Gunji
'Frau Toshie'
'Frau Toshiko'
'Frau Yoshiko'
'Frau Yoshimi'
'Frau Yuka'
'Frau Yuko
(Frau Yuuko,
Frau Yûko)'
'Japanew Mikako'
‘FRAU MARIKO’
'New Taiko'

A good number of
European and especially French plants
have been named in
honour of, or in memory of, pretty and
delightful ladies:
'Madame Émile
Mouillère' is the best
known example.
'Mme (J.) de Smedt'
'Mme A. Riverain'
'Mme Aimé Gyselinck'
'Mme Chaubert'
'Mme Faustin
Travouillon'
'Mme G. F. Bier'
'Mme Gilles Goujon'
'Mme Henri Cayeux'
'Mme Plumecocq'
'Mme René Bossard'
'Mme Truffaut'
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‘MME AIMÉ GYSELINCK’

‘MME A. RIVERAIN’

Hydrangea

2012

Symposium

by Bernard Schumpp
Organized by Hydrangea World Wide / Planète Hortensia (HW 2) at the Terra Botanica theme park in Angers
on 5 and 6 July 2012, with more than two hundred participants from eleven countries and twenty-two speakers:
German, American, Belgian, Danish, French, Italian, Norwegian and Dutch ... this symposium fulfilled its objectives
and the expectations of hydrangea lovers.
Perfectly in tune with the themes of Terra Botanica (Coveted, Generous, Mysterious and Tamed Plants), the two days
and four sessions of the Symposium (Origin, knowledge, growing and marketing) gave both professionals and enthusiasts of the Hydrangea genus a better view of the world of hydrangeas:
- To identify the origins and genetic diversity of hydrangeas through scientific papers - Claudie Lambert
(France), Tim Rinart (USA), Sara Lazzereschi (Italy), ... - followed by a video showing all the French varieties
since the arrival of hydrangeas in Europe (Paul Renault).
- To measure the progress of knowledge for obtaining different varieties: of colours (research for yellow and
orange or fantasy forms), of shapes (flowers, leaves) of frost resistance ...
- To master aspects of hydrangea growing: the breaking of dormancy and optimum floral induction, and alter
native management of pests and diseases...
- To better understand customer expectations and market developments as we go towards 2020.
A wonderful presentation of the Japanese market for hydrangeas was given by Sophie Le Berre of the CCVS.
In the spacious hall of the Terra Botanica convention centre, several breeders and producers presented their ranges
and new plants: on the Sapho stand: H. paniculata 'Diamant Rouge', 'Dentelle de Gorron' from our friend Jean Renault,
bicoloured and compact plants from the Hydrangea Breeders Association, fantasy cultivars from Kolster, cut flowers
from Van Klaveren Plant, as well products from Établissements Chauvin, Hortensia France Production and Boos...
There was an ikebana demonstration by Nature Acidulée, Audrey Barraud's local design and floral art company, showing several compositions, while Kana Katayama, a Japanese girl studying floral art in France, explained the main
rules of ikebana (the traditional Japanese art based on floral composition) with a demonstration applied to hydrangeas, which are very popular in Japan.
Tours of parks and gardens, including the Gaston Allard Arboretum, the INH Hydrangea Collection, and the
Maulévrier Oriental Park, supplemented our free access to the stunning entertainment available in the Terra Botanica
theme park itself.
Ties were strengthened between participants during the gala evening at the St Martin collegiate church of Angers and
the farewell dinner at the confluence of the Maine and the Loire, confirming everyone's hope of developing the whole
industry of Hydrangeas.
Without the efforts over an eighteen month period of the 5 HW 2 volunteer committee members (Didier Boos, Lionel
Chauvin, Jean Renault, Kees Eveleens and Bernard Schumpp) such an event, and its € 100,000 of financing, would
not have been possible. We thank the organizations that have sponsored us: the local suppliers of compost Holimco
and Pindstrup, Hortiloire Distribution, and the Foundation of Parks and Gardens of France.
The Symposium's Chairman, Didier Boos, announced that the HW 2 Association would continue to mobilize for the organization of events dedicated to the Hydrangea genus. We all look forward to the Hydrangea Symposium in Japan in 2013.
* Didier Boos is
President of HW2
(right-hand photo, with
Kana Katayama and
Audrey Barraud)
** Jean Renault is
Vice-President of
HW2 (centre photo)
*** Bernard Schumpp
is General Secretary of
HW2 (centre photo)
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Carl Linnaeus
by André Dieval

Carl Linnaeus (1707-1778) is the most famous
Swedish naturalist. His work is still of current
interest today: the modern classification of the
plant and animal kingdoms.
For the Swedes, he is Carl Von Linné, the name he
took when he was ennobled in 1757. In English speaking countries, he is called by his original name of
Carl Linnaeus, derived from the Latin lind (linden).
“The beloved child has many names”, they say in Sweden: “Prince of
botany”, “Pliny of the North”, “the second Adam”, “L”. Each
Swedish province has a flower emblem in his honour.

Carl Linnaeus

His grandfather was a peasant; his father, who was first a pastor then
a doctor with a deep love of botany, was at the origin of his vocation. His mother Christina Brodersonia (Christina Linnaea after her
marriage) decorated his cradle with flowers, Carl Linnaeus is the symbol of the small nation and the legend of Linnaeus is part of the
Swedish national mythology.
Born in Råshult in 1707, he was the eldest of the family, with three
sisters and a brother. He attended high school in the town of Vaxjö.
He abandoned the study of theology in favour of medicine on the
advice of his physics professor Johan Rothman. Linnaeus went on to
the University of Lund, where he was supported by his Professor of
Medicine Kilian Stobaeus. In 1728, he entered the University of
Uppsala for 7 years, where he had the confidence of two professors:
Olof Rudbeck the Younger and Lars Roberg. He obtained his PhD at
the small university of Harderwijk.
He began publishing his botanical works, Fundamenta Botanica (1736),
Bibliotheca Botanica (1736), Genera Plantarum (1737), Classes Plantarum
(1738) and the magnificent book Hortus Cliffortianus (1737). The manuscript of Systema Naturae was first published in 1735, the 12 pages of the
first edition expanded to 2300 pages for the 12th (1766-1768) which
contains about fifteen thousand mineral, vegetable and animal species,
Stamp with portrait of Carl Linnaeus
the Linnaean Project, with classification in descending order, by kingdom,
class, order, genus and species. He adopted binary nomenclature, which remains standard practice
in natural sciences.
The travelogues of Linnaeus are very popular with the
Swedes, especially his trip to Lapland Flora Lapponica
(1737). Linnaeus published the classification method by
the sexual system of the vegetable kingdom in 1735 in
Systema Naturea, and then of all known species in his
Specie Plantarum in 1753.
He suffered a stroke and died in 1778.
Sources: “CARL VON LINNE” by Gunnar Broberg, New edition 2006,
Gunnar Broberg and the Swedish Institute.
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Shamrock Awards & New Plants
S H A M R O C K AWA R D S ( D I S T I N C T I O N S S H A M R O C K ) 2 0 1 2
H. serrata 'Aya Ezo Yae' (upper photo)

“A plant with double flowers discovered by Akira Matsueda san, who lives in Ishikawa, deep in
the mountains in the south of the Yamanaka region. He named the plant after his granddaughter. As the site where he collected this plant is renowned for its heavy snowfall, I think it is a
Yezo-ajisai. Inflorescences tend to take the shape of a ball”. Excerpt from Yamamoto Sensei's Colour

Guide. (No. 216)

H. petiolaris 'Jeanne Barret' (centre photo) BSWJ 6251. This plant, collected in Kyushu at

the end of the last century by our friends Sue and Bleddyn Wynn-Jones of the Crûg Farm
Nursery in North Wales, is particularly attractive with its typical small round leaves which turn
golden yellow in autumn, contrasting with mahogany stems that attach themselves naturally to
their supports with thin aerial roots. Too large to creep under the roof tiles, they are less harmful
than ivy. Fragrant flowering occurs in June in a sunny or semi-shaded position, a few years after
planting. Covering less prolifically than classic H. petiolaris varieties, this plant is suitable for
small gardens. The plant's name, Jeanne Barret, was chosen by André Diéval in honour of the
woman who was the first to circumnavigate the world, disguised as a man, in order to accompany her friend the botanist and explorer Philibert Commerson (1727-1773) on the famous naval
expedition led by Bougainville. It was at the end of this expedition, when they reached the island
of Bourbon (now Mauritius), that Commerson discovered in the Pamplemousses Botanical
Garden a plant he called HORTENSIA (a genus name derived from hortensis, because the plant was found

in a garden: hortus).

H. aspera 'Stäfa' (lower photo)

This plant was acquired in 1996 at the Longin Ziegler Staudengärtnerei nursery (Stäfa,
Oberzelg, Grüningen, Switzerland), and soon proved exceptional. Probably derived from a seedling of H. aspera 'Macrophylla', it has the great advantage of having smaller leaves compared to
the size of the inflorescence, which is the same as its large-leafed parent. The plant is probably
no longer to be found in Switzerland; it is currently being multiplied at the André Diéval nursery.

LONG-LASTING FLOWERING AWARDS
In 2012 we noticed that the following cultivars stood out for their
beauty, even late in the season:
'Miyake Tokiwa'*
'Izu-no-Odoriko'*
'James Grant'
'Mariesii'
'Eric Pellerin'*
'Otaksa'*
'Tricolor' (opposite)
'Amethyst'
'La Marne'
'Mme Emile Mouillère'

Some new plants registered in the
United States
H. paniculata ‘Polar Bear ’ (WRHPBB2), by Catharien
Rutten-Linssen, Leende, Pays-Bas.(below - photo of
‘Polar Bear’ in the hands of its breeder, Wim Rutten).
TM

H. x LET’S DANCE® ‘Diva’, et H. x LET’S DANCE® ‘Rhapsody
Blue’, by Tim Wood, Spring Lake, U.S.A.
H. x ‘Lindsey Ann’(L.A. Dreamin’

TM

* It seems that pure H. macrophylla, are the champions for late season flowering. Could this
be because they bloom "all the time" in nature, as it does not freeze on the islands from
which they originate?

New Introductions 2012
07.060.01 (rouge) LG 2076
07.033.01 (rose) LG 2077
'Bella Anna' LG 2080
'Beni Tsurugi' LG 2065
BSWJ 3942 LG 2060
BSWJ 3487 b LG 2059
BSWJ 5000 LG 2054
BSWJ 6341 LG 2056
BSWJ 8188 LG 2057
BSWJ 8497 LG 2062
BSWJ 8522 LG 2063

'Böttstein' LG 2051
'Chique' LG 2082
'Clarissa' LG 2041
'Cotton Candy' LG 2081
'Diamantino' LG 2083
'Fugen-no-Hana' LG 2044
'Hakusen' LG 2092
'Hoshikuzu' LG 2088
'Hyuga Konjo' LG 2037
H. involcrata f. LG 2090
'Iyo-no-Sakazuki' LG 2039
'Koria' LG 2078
KWJ 12227 LG 2058

'Libertin' LG 2073
'Lutin' LG 2074
'Louis Sauvage' LG 2049
'Marina' LG 2040
'Sasa-no-Mai' LG 2064
'Tosa Kagura' LG 2067
'Tosa Misuzu' LG 2045
'Uzu Kaori' LG 2038
'Vendôme' (Lemoine) LG 2036
W19980525 LG 2068
W20122126 LG 2069
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by Glyn Church

I first saw this plant on a visit to the
Forde Abbey Gardens near Chard,
Somerset in England in 1990 and immediately fell in love with it. It was growing
undercover in a conservatory and smothered in a stunning blue flowers. I'm not
sure what it is about blue flowers but
they are irresistible to gardeners.
By lucky chance I had an import permit
with me to bring plants back to New
Zealand to be quarantined. Since we first
introduced it in 1990 it's become a standard garden plant in virtually every garden centres in the country. Many of
these garden centres and nurseries have
given it a cultivar names such as Blue
Sapphire, Blue Bonnets, and Blue “everything”, and I have bought a plant of
every single one, and they all turned out to be exactly the same clone that we began with.
Several people have told me that their plants produce pink flowers, but I've yet to see this for
myself. In my experience flowers are always blue.
Our original plant is now almost 4 m high and about 3 m wide, and seems to be in flower virtually every day of the year. It has a mass of blooms every spring and autumn, but like a
Vireya rhododendron seems to produce some flowers all through the year. It's surprisingly
hardy for an evergreen plant of this nature, though in some cold climates it does need to be
grown under the shade of trees to protect it from severe frosts. In coastal regions it is happy in
sun or shade. It can be pruned, though it doesn't really need it as it has naturally tidy shape. I
have found that severe pruning does tend to weaken the plant so it might be wise to just prune
lightly every year. I find it tricky to prune because it always seems to have flowers on board.
It's often described as the blue evergreen hydrangea, which is more accurate than we first
thought. Thanks to a friend of mine, Tim Rinehart at USDA in Poplarville, Mississippi USA who
undertook DNA studies of dichroa's, we now know that this plant is a hybrid between
Hydrangea macrophylla and Dichroa febrifuga. This makes perfect sense, and explains a lot
about the mystery surrounding this plant.
Most books describe Dichroa versicolor as being native to hidden parts of Burma or places so
obscure that nobody ever goes there. This is convenient but untrue. I've done some investigating and discovered that the plant was brought into cultivation by Robert Fortune back in the
1840s. Fortune was a Scottish explorer and plant hunter who plied his trade along the Chinese
coastline looking for new plants to send back to England. It was a risky occupation, being the
only European for miles and miles as he was the first to venture inland from the “Treaty ports”.
He endured several life threatening situations and on one occasion beat off several pirate
boats single handedly when his boat was under attack. As his Chinese crew went into panic
mode, Fortune stayed low with a loaded blunderbuss shotgun until his attackers were really
close before letting them have it. After two such attacks, each repelled by twin blasts from his
gun, they gave up and retreated.
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Because of the dangers he often gathered plants from
nurseries rather than from the wilderness. This led to
much confusion as every plant was assumed to be a
Chinese native, whereas China and Japan had been trading plants for decades if not centuries. But some were
hybrid plants such as Osmanthus x fortunei . Modern
DNA testing shows the same is true of Dichroa versicolor,
presumably this was a hybrid plant in the Chinese plant
market and nursery trade of the time. Robert Fortune called it Adamia versicolor and it can be found under this
name in older versions of the RHS Dictionary of
Gardening.
It turns out Dichroa febrifuga and Hydrangea macrophylla like to hybridise together and we have several new
forms appearing in our garden, all with similar bloodlines
to D. versicolor. They seem to fall into three distinct patterns or types of flower and we have selected two or
three of the best to put on the market. They are all evergreen taking the lead from the dichroa side and the flowers too tend to favour dichroa more than the hydrangea.
'Cambridge Blue' has firm bullate leaves smaller than a
hydrangea but bigger than a dichroa, but the fact they're
evergreen definitely favours the dichroa. Typically the
bush is very dense and compact and you cannot see
through the bush at all. The round heads of bright blue
flowers appear in late spring, after most of the rhododenGenus Dichroa with Genus Hydrangea hybrids
drons have finished but before most hydrangeas appear.
The light blue flowers heads are in a tight dome and appear on virtually every stem terminal. It's a
very good landscape plant for sun or shade.
'Summer Skies' is a more open arching bush which eventually fills in to become dense in the centre.
The smooth glossy pale green leaves are long as a hand but thin as two fingers, and so they look
very different to both dichroa and hydrangea. The flowers are a dome of rich blue flowers with sterile
white infertile flowers dotted amongst the dome. It is reminiscent of a lacecap except these sterile
flowers are all through the flower head making a terrific contrast with the blue true flowers.
We have a similar flower head on another new hybrid we call 'Pink Candy', where the sterile flowers
are pink rather than white. The bush habit is very upright, growing to shoulder height and the leaves
are more like a dichroa or the 'Cambridge Blue'.
Because all three are evergreen and favour the dichroa in size of plant and leaf, we are calling them all
Dichroa for marketing purposes, though someone suggested we have a new bigeneric hybrid and
should call them xHydroa or xDichrangea. Suggestions on a postcard to Glyn Church ………!
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Activities of the Society and Other News
Shamrock "2000 Hydrangeas"

Plants bred by our members

event, April 2012

‘Martine’
This plant is a mutation of the cultivar H. Kawakamii BSWJ6827 collected in Taipingshan in
northern Taiwan by Bleddyn and Sue Wynn-Jones of the Crûg Farm nursery (North Wales),
and planted at Shamrock in April 2006. The plant has withstood every winter since then. This
mutation, noticed three years ago, (see illustration on page 1, which shows the two types of flowers and leaves), has proved to be stable on the parent plant but also when propagated at André
Diéval's nursery. It seems as strong as the parent plant.
As is well known, H. Kawakamii are late flowering in September, so are welcome when other
H. aspera have finished blooming, even if they still retain some colour. In addition they are wonderfully fragrant, as demonstrated by the multitude of insects (bees included) who come to
gather pollen from the fertile flowers. These flowers are tightly packed together, giving the effect of a
purple lawn.
What differentiates H. Kawakamii
'Martine' from the parent plant is
that the foliage, peduncles, petioles,
and stems are much lighter in
colour, and the sterile florets are
light blue, instead of the purple of
the original plant.
We wish good luck to this 'Martine',
whose name will always evoke a
radiant person for us.

‘Saltikova Divitsa’
It is a village of 1300 inhabitants located in Ukraine, situated 200 km northeast of Kiev and 50
km from Thernihiv on the left bank of the Desna.
Legend has it that in the 17th century the daughter of the village chief, Saltik, drowned in a lake,
hence the name given to the village: Saltikova Divitsa (daughter of Saltikov); and the lake is called
Lake Divitsa.
It is a very old village, typical of the Ukraine, with its houses of painted wood, or white brick, destroyed and rebuilt several times during the course of the dramatic events in Ukraine's history. It is
arranged in a semicircle along the Desna. There is now only one church left: the church of Saint
Nikolas, of the four that the village used to have. It has
been restored over the past decade and has been given
back its bulbed steeples and all its splendour. It contains
some very old paintings.
In Saltikova Divitsa there is a town hall, a primary and
a secondary school, several shops, and a small hospital.
Running water is not yet distributed to all households.
The inhabitants all keep animals: horses, cows, pigs and
geese, and they cultivate their plots of land. The young
people go off to work in the city. In spring the storks
return to the nests they had abandoned for the winter.
This is my grandfather's village; he had to leave it
during the 1917 Revolution, with all his family, and
never saw it again. That is why I gave the name of this
place, so dear to me, to this selection with colourful
leaves and flowers, from my seedlings..
J.P. Péan

‘Diamant Rouge’
This is one of Jean Renault's latest spectacular varieties (christened at
Courson in October 2012). You can come and admire it at Shamrock. Jean
Renault's best known selections among his H. paniculata seedlings are, so far:

ALBERT NÉEL
This dear friend has left us, who would have
loved to go on forever with his famous collection of holly in Yville-sur-Seine. His whole life
was devoted to plants: in addition to holly, he
also owned a large collection of lilac and another of box. A gifted linguist, he was also gifted
in friendship. His wife Annick seconded him in
the management of the collections. Shamrock
holds many specimens of Ilex, due to his generosity; they will certainly continue to remind us
of him, and of how much we miss him.

'Vanille Fraise'
'Sundae Fraise'
'Dentelle de Gorron'
'Diamantino'
'Diamant Rouge'
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Shamrock Events
Two hydrangea festivals not to be
missed this year!
The International Symposium on Hydrangeas will be
held in Japan from 10 to 15 June 2013. All professional horticulturalists and amateurs of hydrangeas are
invited to register to take part in this unique event.
Our annual "2000 hydrangeas for Shamrock" event
will take place on 27 and 28 April 2013 at
Varengeville. Would anybody willing to help with installation, selling or dismantling, please get in touch
with us.
Also note, on 6 & 7 April, the 11th exhibition and sale
of collectors' plants in Locon (France, Nord).
www.fetedesplanteslocon.com
Early H. scandens
Like cherry blossom in Japan, the traditional
harbinger of spring, in the genus Hydrangea,
H. scandens are the precursors, flowering from
May onwards. The first of all could well be an
H. scandens from the island of Kyushu (collected by Bleddyn and Sue Wynn-Jones, under n°
BSWJ 5893), which is to be found in both the
Shamrock collection and my garden.
Each year, it is with unconcealed impatience
that we wait for this plant to produce its wonderfully scented flowers, which launch the hydrangea season. This medium-sized shrub is very
free-flowering and hardy. Last year, the plant
passed the winter with no trouble at all, even
with temperatures down to -14 ° C in February in
my garden. Its flowers are remarkable, appearing like a cloud of white butterflies, with large
flat-headed inflorescences and sterile florets
with white sepals. The H. scandens are unjustly
ignored, especially since they contribute greatly
to extending the flowering period of hydrangeas
in general. It is quite possible that they will soon
be presenting us with some surprises. J.P. Péan

To contact us:
Association des Amis de la Collection d'Hydrangea “Shamrock”
(or : Association “Shamrock”) route de l'Église, 76119
Varengeville-sur-Mer, France
tel : (00 33)2 35 85 14 64
Email : shamrock76@wanadoo.fr
Web site : www.hortensias-hydrangea.com
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